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THE 

EPISTLE    DEDICATORY 

PROTESTANTS 

ILookt  upon  the  following  Narrative  as  jujlly  due  to  the  World, 
whether  1  refyetled  my  Self  or  You  :  for  a*  I  am  bound  to  diC- 
burden  my  own  Qonfc'ience  by  a  full  and  Impartial  Diicovery 
of  what  I  know j  relating    to    this  horrid,    deteflable  Popifh 
Plot ,  and  to  endeavour  to  render  my  Acknowledgements  a*  publick  as 
the  Evils  therein  I  have  been  inVolvd  \  So  I  am  under  the  Obligations 
o/Charity  to  Contribute  All  I  can  to  your  Information  and  Satisfacti- 
on, That  both  the  prefent  Age,  and  Tofterity  may  take  right  meafures 
of  Popery,  as  a  thing  fo  deftrudtive  to  (government  and  Humane  So- 
ciety in  general,  and  Jo  diretlly  oppofite  to  all  f&e  Ennobling,  Holy, 
Humble,  Meek  and  (peaceable  Defigns  o/True  Chriftianity,  That 
the  Better  Roman-Catholick  any  perfon  is,  the  worfe  man  he  be- 
comes, and  look  htflb  much  more  devout,  fo  much  the  more  dangerous. 
For  as  when  the  Philiftins  had  once  deprived  Sampfon  of  his  fight, 
they  made  him  grinde  in  their  Mill  at  their  pleafure  ;  fo  when  people 
fliut  thir  Eyes,  and  give  up  themfelves  to  be  led  blindfold  by  the  Kofe 
'with  a  flrong  conceit,  That  they  are  Embarked  in  a  Church  that  cannot 
Err,  {which  is  the  very  Corner  ftone  of  the  1{omip?  Building,  and  the 
firft  Principle  they  infufe  ;  although  in  truth,  by  that  Church  is  meant 
nothing  more  than  the  Ufurping,  Domineering  Pope,  and  his  QoVetous, 
Juggling,  Selfdejigning  Clergy;)  After,  I  jay,  they  are  brought  into  this 
flaVifli  hoodwinkt  condition,  'tis  no  wonder,  if  they  be  led  forwards  by  the 
fame  men,  to  the  moH  kicked  Tratlices,  as  well  as  falje  Opinions.  For  as 
the  Under -/landing  is  directed,  fo  the  man,  if  he  have  any  thing  of  a 
jealous  temper,  or  be  firm  to  the  Religion  he  profeffes,  will  fuit ably  Aci, 
and  confequently  may  with  eafe  bejeduced  to  think  he  does  God  the.beslfer* 
Vice,  when  indeed  he  moft  violates  all  Laws  of  God,  Nature  and  JMan. 

This  I  may  the  more  firmly  avouch,  becaufe  I  musl  acknowledge  my 
felfto  have  been  an  unhappy  Example  of  it,  and  therefore  although  thefe 
abominable  (principles  and  Tr  a  Bices  of  the  Roman  Church  are  already 
excellently  laid  open  by  a  multitude  of  Learned  men,  (for  She  has  beflow'd 
too  many  fad  inflances  thereof  on  the  World,  and  this  Nation  in  particular,) 
let  what  J  have  to  fay,  being  matter  o/Fadt,  fo  lately  done,  and  where- 
in I  my  f  elf  was  fo  nearly  concern  d,  it  may  {though  never  fo  meanly 
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The  Epiftle  Dedicatory 

delivered,)  pojpbly  with  jome  be  ofufey    more  effetlually  to  prevail 
with  them. 

The  nutters  herein  dif covered  are  of  a  Various ,  but  all  of  them  of 
moH  black  and  villainous  nature  ;  jome  relate  to  the  Tlot  in  general, 
wherein  you  may  perceive  how  far  the  dejign  was  spread,  and  boVo  no 
jmall  Number  (to  my  knowledge)  were  privy  thereunto,  and  certainly  the 
poijon  must  be  moft  Virulent  at  the  Root  Tbbenjo  many  little  Twiggs 
were  therewith  injetlcd.    You  ivillfind  here  (bejides  what  hath  been  al- 
ready dijcoVered  and  proved  by  others)  notice  of  a  cur  fed  hand  that  durU 
rejolve  to  attempt  the  Sacred  Life  of  our  )?wH  Gracious  SoVeraum  ;  a 
Trince,  who  beftdes  the  alrful  (lamp  of  HeaVen  in  his  CharaEler  and 
dignity,  and  the  dread  Life-guard  of  Sacred  Precepts,  Not  to  touch 
the  Lords  Anointed,  carries  in  His  Terfon  fuch  charms  of  Sweet- 
nefs,  Goodnej?,  Clemency  and  Indulgence,  as  might  jecure  him  from  Viq* 
lence  even  amongtt  Heathens  and  SaVages ;  but  no  Quality  or  Innocence 
is  Armour  of  proof  againjl  aTopifhJfyiije',  no  Virtue  fuffcmtt  to  guard 
any  from  the  Jjj 'aginations  of  a  thorow-pac  d  Jefuited  Roman-Catholick. 
And  certainly  the  Murther  of  that  Loyal  'Trotejlant-Magijlrate,  Sir 
Edmundbury  Godfrey,  was  a  thing  jo  belli  ft?  in  it/elf,  and  yet  through 
Gods  Over-ruling  Providence,  fo  Very  conftderable  in  its  influences  to  tbk 
poor  Nations  prejervation,  That  I  am  confident  it  will  be  no  mean  fatis- 
fatlion  to  all  good  Trotejiants  to  be  ajcertained  of  all  (even  the  jmallejt) 
Circumftances  relating  thereunto  ;  which  as  jar  as  came  within  my 
knowledge ,  I  have  here  freely  and  faithfully  fet  forth ,  without  addinv 
a  word  beyond  the  Truth,  out  of  prejudice,  or  any  fnifler  end-,  or  con- 
cealing  any  thing  for  my  own  Reputation  -,  For  though  to  commit  Sin 
be  the  great  ejt  o/"  fliame,  yet  ingenuoufly  and  penitently  to  con  (els  it,  to 
the  (flory  of  God,  and  warning  of  our  Neighbour,  is  no  dijgrace,  but  the 
greatest  Honour,  and  the  bell:  ferVice  a  f educed  Qrimmal  can  be  capa- 
ble of,  or  able  to  perform. 

Nor  was  their  other  (onftiracy  again/}  the  Life  of  that  Noble  Lord, 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Shaftsbury  herein  likewife  fet  forth, 
leji  wicked  and  barbarous  on  their  part  in  the  defign,  though  fruftrated 
by  the  Prov  idence  of  God,  who  I  truH  will  continually  bring  to  nought 
all  the  niiJchieVous  Qounfcls  oj  theje  RomijJ?  Achitophels,  and  call  the 
cruel  Devices  of  Inch  Afj  affiliates  on  their  own  heads. 

As  for  that  part  which  concerns  the  III  Lives  of  jeVeral  of  their 
Triejls,  the  fame  is  not  inferted  out  of  any  Spleen  or  III  will  to  their 
Terfons,  (for  to  fever  al  of  them  in  the  Qourje  of  my  Trade  I  have 
been  beholden,  as  far  as  they  were  my  Cuflomcrs)  but  to  give  our  Eng= 
lifh  World  a  Tajle  of  the  praflifes  of  the  Leading  men  oj  that  Apoftate 
Church,  and  to  perjwade,  tf  pojpble,  Lay-Romamfls,  to  conjider  %hat 

Kind 
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kind  of  Terjojis  they  are,  on  whofe  Sleeves  they  fo  blindly  pki  cneif 
Faith,  and  to  ivhofe  Conduct  they  Truft  in  a  matter  of  fuch  unfpeak? 
able  Importance,  as  the  Salvation  or  Eternal  Veftrutlion  of  their  Souls  : 
And  this  I  the  rather  Recommend,  and  hope  may  be  prevalent  Tvith 
others,  becaufe  it  hadjotne  Weight  Trith  my Jelf;  for  next  to  ^eflecli* 
ons  on  the  odious  Plot  they  were  Carrying  on,  and  the  vile  Mutther 
they  had  Engaged  me  in,  The  certain  knowledge  of  the  clofe  Hypocrifie 
orgrofs  Trophanefs  and  lewd  Lives  of  their  Ghoftly  Fathers  (at  leaft 
moft  of  thofe  I  had  the  unhappinefs  to  be  intimately  Acquainted  Ttith, 
Iphich  were  not  a  few,  though  I  accufe  not  All  in  that  particular  )  had 
a  ftrong  Influence  to  awaken  my  Thoughts  to  quit  their  Communion ; 
jis  conceiving  that  mufl  be  a  bad  Caufe  which  us' d  fuch  "Wicked  Means 
to  fupport  it,  and  that  it  was  no  way  likely  That  ftould  be  the  true 
^elmon,  ivbich  had  no  better  Influence  on  the  ConVerfatwns  of  thofe  who 
were  its  Priefts  and  chief  Promoters. 

The  far  greatefl  part  of  this  whole  lS[arrati\>e  hath  already  been  At* 
tefted  upon  Oath  :  jis  for  the  reft  that  is  therein  afferted,  as  on  my 
own  knowledge,  1  flmll  at  any  time  be  ready  to  Juftijie  and  prove  the 
fame  :  And  what  I  received  by  Information  from  others,  is  every  when 
lb  Expreffed,  with  the  tf^cafons  and  Circumftances  inducing  the  Qredit 
I  gave  thereunto.  For  as  1  was  Educated  amongft  them  from  my  Child' 
hood,  fo  I  had  a  great  Acquaintance  and  Familiarity  with  many  of  the 
Fathers  and  moft  zealous  perfons  of  that  party  about  the  Town,  having 
been  fever al years  her  Majefties  Qoldfmith,  and  the  chief  of  my  Trade 
depending  on  Priefts  and* others  of  the  ^oman  Catholic k  Terfwafto?u 

The  reafon  Ti>hy  I  prefume  to  'Dedicate  this  mean  Narrative  to  fo  great 
a  Body  as  all  You  worthy  Proteftants  ///  General,  feemeth  to  me  Juft, 
becaufe  fincere,  and  excufable ,  becaufe  m  jome  fort  neceflary ;  1 
make  you  as  it  were  All  parties  to  thefe  Trefeyits,  not  only  that  there  may 
be  fo  many  Living  Witnefles  againft  me,  if  ever  either  there  ftiould 
be  any  wilful  untruth  found  therein,  Or  that  I  fhould  fall  back,  (  which 
God  forbid)  from  that  pure  %eligion  Tbhich  you  profefs,andImoft  cor* 
dially  though  lately  have  Embraced  ;  But  alfo  more  ejf>ecially  thereby  to 
Engage  your  united  Prayers  to  Cjod,  as  well  for  my  Perfeverance 
and  growth  in  Chrifttan  Knowledge,  as  for  my  Preiervation  againft  the 
ylMalice  of  thofe  reftlefs  Enemies,  from  whom  I  am  to  expeft  the  worft 
that  Raging  Revenge  canfugveft,  or  cruel  Malice  Execute ,  partly 
for  my  fylinquiftment  of  them,  but  much  more  for  difclofing  fome  of 
their  Proceedings  ;  jffierein  already  they  have  not  been  wanting,  for  be* 
fides  Lies  and  Slanders  induftrioufly  Jpread,  to  vilifie  and  make  me  odi* 
pus,  andtfo  depriving  me  (as  far  as  in  them  lies)  of  the  Means  of  a  Live* 
lihood,  I  was  of  late  credibly  informed  of  a  refolded  Vejign  againft  my 


The  Epiftle  Dedicatory. 

Lifey  and  that  three  perfons  had  dodged  me  forfome  time  for  that  pur- 
poje:  But  the  Lord  is  my  God,  of  whom  then  fhall  I  be 
afraid  ?  To  his  infinite  Protection  I  rejign  ?ny  felf,  and  next  under 
him  to  that  of  his  Vicegerent,  from  whoje  mofl  gracious  Majefty, 
as  likewije  from  the  Noble  Lords  of  his  mofl  Honourable  Council,  as  well 
as  the  Right  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  I  have  upon  all  occaflons 
found  all  fufl  Encouragement,  and  very  great  Indulgence,  "tobich  with 
a  thankful  heart  I  defire  to  commemorate,  and  publifl?for  the  Encourage* 
ment  of  others. 

The  Romanifts  ( especially  the  Jefuits  and  Priefts,  who  ftoay  the 
reft  at  their  pleafure)  are  a  mofl  vigilant  and  unwearied  jort  of  (people 
to  propagate  their  falje  Dotlrines,  and  Jpread  their  Tyranny ;  I  fpeak 
it  Experimentally,  Tbho  have  had  the  advantage  in  a  great  meafure  to 
know  them  ;  no  Defeat  can  daunt  them,  nor  fcarce  any  Difappoint* 
ments  difcourage  them :  no  fooner  is  one  (plot  difcovered,  but  they 
prefently  lay  another.     For  'tis  a  Rule  that  their  (priefts  injoyn  their 
people  to  believe,  I  may  I  am  confident  fay  of  mofl, .  as  firmly  as  their 
Creed,  That  their   Religion  fhall  infallibly  one  day  or  other  be  reflo* 
red  and.  eflablifhed  again  in  England ;  and  being  thus  Verily  perfwa- 
ded,  they  bear  up  under  all  JMifcarriages,  and  ftill  vigoroufly  purjue 
the  main  defign,  though  in  New  Methods,  and  with  different  In- 
flruments.     And  therefore  it  loill  certainly  concern  Proteflants  to  be  as 
carefull  and  Atlive  to  prevent  their  Vefigns,  and  preferVe  their  own  Re- 
ligion and  Lives,  as  the  other  are  to  deflroy  (Both :  you  have  now  an  Op- 
fort  unity  put  into  your  hands  to  crufh  the  Cockatrices  Egge :  0  may  you 
all  in  your  fever al  places  andflations  improve  it  with  Wifdom,  and  with 
Courage,  and  with  Integrity  :  For  if  the  TSLeck  of  their  Dejign  be  not  now 
throughly  broken,  if  Popery  be  not  now  Hamflrung  in  England  ;  If 
the  Serpents  Head  be  not  brui^d,  and  the  Vitals  deftroyed,  it  may  juflly 
be  feared,  that  it  ipill  Revive  again,  and  then  the  Plot  will  be  only  laid  to 
fleep,  and  not  prevented,  and  the  latter  end  prove  worfe  than  the  beginning. 
(But  who  am  I,  to  advifefo  great  and  jo  wife  a  Body  ?  May  the  yod 
of  Wifdom  advife  you  and  direcl  you,  and  protetl  you  in  his  Truth  and 
in  his  Fear.     Andfo  begging  all  your  Trayers  on  my  behalf,  IJhallcon* 
elude,  andfubferibe  my  felf 

Covent-Gardcn,  a  Hearty  Well-wittier  to  the  Proteftaat 

My  26.  1679.  Church?  an(j  Ae  Welfare  of  the 

King  and  People, 

Miles  Prance. 
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MILES    PR  A  LI  N  C  E, 

Of  St.  Giles's  in  the  Fields ,  in  the  County  of  MiddlfeXj 

GOLDSMITH. 


Miles  Fraiwce  was  from  his  Infancy  bred  up  in  that 
Perfwafion,  which  calls  it  felf  the  Roman  Catho- 
lick  Religion,  having  feveral  very  near  Relations 
engaged  therein  ;  and  being  under  the  ftrong 
Prejudices  of  Education  ,  and  continual  Incitements  of  the 
Priefts,  was  very  zealous  for  advancing  that  Church '-,  being 
made  believe,  That  in  order  to  that  end,  no  means  ought  to 
be  avoided  or  efteemed  unlawful. 
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He  had,  by  long  Converfation,  contra&ed  as  large  and  in- 
timate an  Acquaintance  both  with  the  Priefts  and  Jefuits  re- 
ading in  England,  (  efpecially  about  London  )  as  alio  with 
Perfons  of  Quality  of  the  Romifh  Profeflion,  as  any  man  of  his 
Circumftances  was  capable  of. 

He  doth  well  know,  that  for  divers  years  laft  paft,  it  hath 
been  a  General  Opinion  and  Expe&ation  amongft  Papifts, 
That  their  Religion  mould  in  fome  fliort  time  be  publickly 
Re-efrablifhed  in  England.  And  this  vain  Conceit  their 
Priefts  did  always  very  induftrioufly  nourifh  in  them ,  but 
with  words  more  open  and  peremptory  here  of  late,  than  be- 
fore :  fo  that  he,  as  well  as  others,  had  for  feveral  years,  a 
general  Intimation ,  That  fome  great  thing  was  fhortly  to  be 
done  for  the  Roman  Catholick  Caufe  ,  and  that  the  Redem- 
ption ( as  they  were  wont  to  call  it )  was  drawing  nigh. 
But  the  firft  direel:  and  particular  Information  he  received  of 
the  Plot,  or  any  formed  Defigne  and  Refolution  to  take 
Arms,  was  near  two  years  ago,  on  the  occafion,  and  in  the 
manner  following,  <vz%. 

One  Mr.  towneley  ofTownky  in  Lancajlire^  a  Gentleman  of 
a  very  considerable  Eftate,  coming  up  to  London  with  his  two 
Sons,  in  order  to  carrying  them  over  to  Dow  ay  ,   there  to  be 
brought  up  :  For  that  is  the  general  practice  of  the  Popifli 
Gentry, to  fend  over  their  Children  thither ,being  made  believe, 
that  we  have  no  good  method  of  Learning  in  our  Englifh 
Schools  or  Univerfities  ;  but  that  the  onely  grand  Matters  of 
Education  in  the  world,  are  the  Jefuits.     By  which  means,not 
onely  our  Nation  is  fcandaliz'd,  and  the  Wealth  thereof  pri- 
vately drain'd  away,  but  alfo  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  the  Chil- 
dren of  fo  many  Noble  and  Confiderable  Families,  being  bred 
up  from  their  tender  years  wholly  under  their  Tuition,  they 
have  the  better  opportunities  to  inftil  Traiterous  and  Difloyal 
Principles  into  their  minds,  plant  in  them  an  endlefs  hatred  a- 
gain  ft  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  in  general,  gain  fuch   an 
Afeendant  over  diem,  that  as  they  were  their  Mafters  and  Tu- 
tors in  their  Youth,  fo  they  behave  themfelves  as  their  Gover- 
nors all  their  lives  afterwards :  the  Eftates  of  many  Popifli 
Gentry  being  as  abfolutely   at  the  Priefts  difpofe,  as  at  their 
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own.  Thefc  things  he  knows  to  be  true,  and  of  veiy  perni- 
cious Confequence  •,  and  therefore  hopes  'tis  no  unieaionable 
digreflion  to  mention  them. 

This  Mr.  Townley  coming  to  Town  on  this  occafion,  did 
likewife  bring  up  writh  him  his  two  Brothers  to  keep  him  Com- 
pany ,  and  took  Lodgings  at  one  Airies  houfe  in  Drury-hne, 
where  John  Fenwich^  a  notorious  Jefuit  and  Arch-traitor,  now 
in  cuftody  ,  then  had  his  Refidence  :  where ,  after  they  had 
continued  fome  fhort  time,  the  fa  id  Mr.  Townley  and  one  of 
his  Brothers  went  over  to  Doway  with  the  two  Lads,  and  left 
the  other  here  ;  who,  in  the  abfence  of  his  Brothers ,  decla- 
red very  often  to  Mr.  Praunce's  Wives  Brother^  and  to  one 
Adamfon  a  Watch-maker,  That  when  his  Brothers  came  back 
from  Flanders,  they  expe&ed  to  receive  Commiflions  from  the 
Lord  Bcllafis  and  other  Catholick  Lords  concern'd ,  for  the 
railing  of  men  to  carry  on  the  Catholick  Caufe.  And  this 
his  Brother  and  the  faid  Adamfon  feveral  times  told  again  to 
Mr.  frounce  at  Pedleys  houfe  in  Vere-flreet  ,  where  Was  kept 
a  frequent  Club,  confining  of  none  but  Papifts. 

That  during  the  time  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  ,  the 
Earl  of  Shaft  sbury,  the  Lord  Wharton  ,  and  Lord  Salisbury, 
were  confined  in  the  Tower,  one  Mr.  Keighly,  a  perfon  (  re- 
puted) of  good  Eftate,  was  pleas'd  in  difcourfe  to  exprefs  his 
joy  and  fatisfa&ion  for  fuch  their  Confinement :  For,  faid  he, 
Now  is  the  time  for  the  Promoting  of  Catholic!^  Religion }  (mean- 
ing Popery ;)  and  if  his  Royal  Highnefs  be  but  fur e,  and  will  fol- 
low the  Bufinefs  clofely,  (  which  he  faid  Catholicks  had  good 
grounds  to  hope  he  would  )  and  we  can  but  ftrikg  whilft  the 
Iron  is  hot,  and  not  lofe  opportunities,  I  do  not  doubt  but  our  Re- 
ligion may  jpeedily  be  fettled  in  England  :  for  no  pw&ure  of 
time  can  appear  more  fair  or  favourable  for  the  Bufinefs  than  the 
jprefent. 

That  about  a  year  ago,  being  in  Company  with  one  Singbi- 
ton  a  Popifh  Prieft  ,  at  the  houfe  of  one  Hall  a  Cook  in  lvy>- 
lane,  London,  the  faid  Prieft,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Praunce 
and  the  faid  Hall,  did  fay  thefe  words  following:  That  he 
toped  he  Jhould  be  fettled  in  a  Parijb-Chwch  before  a  Twelve- 
month came  about  -,  for  he  did  not  fear  but  that  the  Catholic^  Re- 
ligion 
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ligion  would  ■  raign  in  England  :  and  to  advance  it,  he  would 
not  mahg  any  more  matter  to  Stab  Forty  Parliament-men,  than  to 
cat  his  Dinner:  he  being  then  fitting  at  Dinner  with  his  Knife 
in  his  hand.  Concerning  this  zealous  Gentlcmans  pranks,  we 
fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  hereafter. 

That  one  Mr.  Ridley  a  Chirurgion,  living  at  the  Houfe  that 
wras  late  the  Lord  Baltamore's  in  Wild-ftreet ,  walking  in  Wild- 
Garden,  declared  ,  That  he  expeclcd  to  be  a  Chirurgion  to 
the  Catholick  Army  in  England  5  and  that  he  hoped  the  Lord 
Bella fis,  whom  he  knew  was  one  chief  perfon  to  Command  it, 
would  much  ftand  his  friend  in  that  concern.  And  fince  the 
Difcovery  of  the  Plot,  upon  Mr.  Praunce  %  information,  there 
was  a  Popifli  Priefl:,  one  Fincbam  by  name,  being  a  Prieft  to 
the  Lady  Saveil,  taken  in  the  (aid  Mr.  Ridleys  Houfe,  where 
he  was  fheltered  5  but  fmcc,  by  the  mediation  of  good  friends, 
he  is,  as  'tis  faid,  fent  beyond  the  Seas. 

That  in  the  Month  of  Auguji,  x6y%.  Mr.  Praunce  having 
occafion  to  write  to  a  friend  in  the  Countrey ,  but  not  know- 
ing certainly  how  to  fend,  went  to  one  Mr.  P  aft  on,  whom  he 
had  fome  reafons  to  believe  could  inform  him  therein ,  he  lodg- 
ed then  at  one  Bambers  a  Taylor  in  Dukg-flreet,  and  had  great 
refort  of  Jefuites  and  Priefts  to  his  Chamber  :  after  he  had  la~ 
tisfied  him  in  the  particular  matter  he  came  to  him  about,  they 
immediately  fell  into  difcourfe  of  publick  Affairs,  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  Catholick  Religion  ;  and  he  bid  Mr.  Praunce  not  to 
fear  any  thing  ,  for  all  would  fuddenlybe  well  :  for  in  the 
firft  place,  he  faid,  It  was  true,  the -King  was  a  great  Hereticl^y 
but  the  Lord  Bella/is,  the  Lord  Arundel,  the  Lord  Powis,  and 
Lord  Peters,  (thefe  four  Noblemen  he  well  remembers  he  na- 
med) would  have  a  gallant  Army  for  the  Depofing,  or  Difpofmg 
(he  cannot  now  certainly  fay  which  of  thofe  words  he  ufed,but 
isfure  it  was  one  of  them)  of  the  King,  and  utter  fubverfzon  of 
\M  the  Prot  eft  ants  ;  and  then  the  Catholic^  Religion  Jhould  be 
eflablifit  and  flonrijb  in  this  "Nation.  And  he  then  farther  faid, 
'that  the  Lords  had  already  given  out  Comwiffions  to  divers  Gen- 
tlemen in  the  Country  for  raifwg  their  troops  ;  and  he  named  fevc- 
ral  of  them  5  amongfl:  whom  he  well  remembers  one  was 
Mr.  Talbot  of  Longford;  another,  Sir  Henry  Beclingfeld  of  Ox- 
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borough-hall  in  Norfolk^,  and  a  third  Mr.  Stoner  ,  who  lives 
within  four  or  five  miles  of  Kingjion  upon  Thames  :  others 
he  mentioned,  whofe  names  he  does  not  fo  well  retain. 

7.  That  about  eight  or  ten  days  before  Michaelmafs,  \6 78. 
he  had  a  more  clear  difcovery  of  the  Dcfign  in  hand  ,  That 
they  intended  to  leavy  War,  to  fubvert  the  Government,  <&c. 
for  being  at  the  Chamber  of  Father  Ireland  the  Jefuite,  flnce 
Executed  for  Treafon,  he  lodging  then  in  Rujfel-Jireet,  where 
were  likewife  prefent  John  Fenwich^  and  John  Grove  j  the  faid 
Ireland  did  declare  ,  That  there  would  VERY  SHORTLY  be 
Fifty  thonfand men  in  Arms,  At  w  hich  Mr.  Fraunce,  as  fur- 
prifed,  demanded  of  him,  where  they  wrould  have  them,  and 
what  they  were  to  do  ?  to  which  he  aniwered,  U'emuji  have, 
them  fpeedily  to  fettle  our  Religion  here  ,  or  elfe  all  will  be  ruined. 
Then  Mr.  Fraunce  inquired  who  mould  command  them  ?  to 
which  Fe/m?/V^undertook  to  make  anfwer,  and  laid,  That  they 
Jbould  be  Commanded  by  the  Ford  Arundel,  Lord  Bellai7s,  Lord 
Powis,  and  others.  Whereupon,  Mr.  Fraunce  apprehending 
the  fatal  mifchiefs  and  diffractions  of  a  Civil  War  ,  faid  to 
them  ,  What  thenjball  we  poor  Tradefmen  do  ?  the  fame  Fen- 
wicl^  reply ed,  You  for  your  part  of  all  men  need  not  fear  a  Trade , 
for  you  (being  a  Goldfmith)  will  have  enough  in  your  way  by 
Church-wor\  And  feveral  iiich  difcourfes  then  palled  between 
them,  whereby  he  plainly  underftood,  that  there  was  a  grand 
Plot,  and  near  to  be  put  in  execution,  and  that  they  were 
very  confident  of  the  fuccefs. 

8.  That  foon  after  this,the  faid  Grove  came  to  Mr.  Fraunce  s, 
fhop  to  buy  two  Silvcr-fpoons  for  a  Chriftening  where  he  was 
to  be  Godfather  j  and  taking  occafion  to  fpeak  of  their  laft 
recited  difcourfc  at  Father  Ireland's  ,  Mr.  Fraunce  askt  him 
what  Office  he  the  faid  Grove  was  to  have  in  the  Catholick 
Army :  but  he  declined  to  anfwer  directly ,  and  at  laft  faid , 
He  did  not  bgow  AS  YET.  Then  being  askt  again,  who  were 
to  govern  this  intended  Army,  he  named  the  Lord  Bellafes,  the 
Lord  Arundel,  the  Lord  Powis^znd  the  Lord  Peters  \  and  faid, 
that  they  had  already  Commifllons  for  that  purpofe. 

9.  The  Priefts  themfelves  were  not  oncly  the  grand  Con- 
trivers of  this  defperate  Defign  ,  with  Counfel  and  Encou- 
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ragement,  but  likewife  intended  to  be  aftually  concern'd  in 
the  Butcheries,  as  well  as  the  Laiety  :  for  very  near  the  fame 
time  ,  Mr.  h  Fevre  a  Pricft,  whom  Mr.  Pranncc  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  ,  as  having  fold  him  fevcral  Chalices,  Crewcts, 
Batons,  Oil-boxes  for  Extreme  llnclion ,  and  iuch-like  Uten- 
fils,  came  to  his  Shop  to  buy  a  fecond-hand  Silver-hilt  for  a 
Sword ;  whereupon,  he  askt  him  what  he  meant  to  do  there- 
with, for  he  had  a  good  Sword  already  ?  the  faid  k  Fevre  an- 
fwered,there  were  times  coming  on,whereinCatholicks  would 
have  good  occafion  for  Weapons ,  and  therefore  he  would 
be  fnre  to  be  provided,  by  getting  another  fpecial  Sword,  and 
would  have  fuch  an  Hilt  to  it. 

i  o.  Happening  one  day  to  fee  Mr.  Moor,  that  belongs  to 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk  riding  in  the  ftrects  upon  a  very  brave 
Horfe,  meeting  him  foon  after  in  the  Court  at  Somerfet-Hoiife, 
Mr.  Praunce  was  faying  what  a  gallant  Beaft  he  faw  him  mount- 
ed upon  lately  :  whereupon  ,  the  faid  Mr.  Moor  wiflied  that 
he  had  ten  Thoufand  of  them  5  but  faid,  that  he  hoped  in  a 
very  fhort  time  we  mould  have  Ten  thoufand  as  good  Horfes, 
and  mounted  with  brave  men,  well  Arm'd  and  Accoutred ,  for 
the  advancing  of  the  Catholick  Caufe  :  which  he  fpoke  open- 
ly, and  in  a  braving  manner ,  as  if  he  were  not  afraid  to  own 
the  thing,  nor  cared  who  heard  him. 

11.  In  like  manner  ,  and  much  about  the  fame  time  ,  he 
heard  Mr.  Mcjfwger  ,  Gentleman  of  the  Horfe  to  the  Lord 
Arundel r5boaft ,  That  he  doubted  not  but  to  fee  the  Catholick 
Religion  flouriih  ere  long  throughout  Fngland,  and  Hereticks 
to  be  rooted  out  :  for  he  hoped  to  fee  a  gallant  Army  one  of 
thefe  days,  to  effecl  fo  glorious  a  work.  The  fame  man  was 
afterwards  engaged  in  the  horrid  Defigns  of  Murthering  the 
Kings  Sacred  Majefty ,  and  alfo  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Earl  of  Shaft sbnry  '-,  of  which  a  particular  Account  is  herein 
afterwards  given. 

After  God,  by  a  Miracle  of  Mercy  to  thefe  Nations ,  had 
been  pleafed  to  give  fome  Difcovery  of  the  Plot  ,  their  infb- 
Icnce  was  little  daunted  ,  and  their  malice  encreafed  \  contri- 
ving new  ways  to  deftroy  all  that  oppofed  them  ,  and  to  in- 
volve us  in  Blood  and  Confufion. — For, 

1 2.  When  the  Order  came  forth  for  tendring  the  Oaths  of 
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Allegiance  and  Supremacy  to  all  Roman  Catholic!^  ,  one  Mr* 
Laurence,  an  Apothecary  in  Dniry-lane,  came  to  Mr.  Prannces 
Houfe,  to  borrow  a  Book  which  had  in  it  the  forms  of  the  faid 
Oaths,  feeming  very  much  diflatisfled  and  offended  about  it  j 
and  after  ieveral  Complaints,  and  Murmurings  againft  Autho- 
rity, did  fpeak  theie  words  — /  wiflj  with  all  my  heart,  half  the 
Parliament  were  poyfoned  ,  for  they  will  mine  us  all,  meaning 
all  Papifts.  Now  how  exceeding  dangerous  may  a  perfon  , 
continuing  under  fuch  defperate  Principles,and  of  that  Trade, 
be  to  the  Nation,  in  deftroying  privately,  fuch  as  (hall  oppofe 
their  Hellifli  Defrgns  ?  for  'tis  reafonably  to  be  feared  ,  that 
he  that  had  mad  zeal  and  malice  enough  to  wi(h  half  the 
Members  of  that  moft  Honourable  AiTembly  poyfoned ,  will 
fcarce  flick  to  try  a  piece  of  his  skill  upon  any  particular  He- 
retick  or  Hcreticks,when  the  Interefl  of  their  Bloody  Church 
fhall  command ,  or  profpcft  of  confiderablc  gain  invite  there- 
unto. 

1 3.  That  about  a  fortnight  before  St.  Thomas's  day  laft, 
Mr.  Prannce  having  an  intimate  Acquaintance  with  the  Lord 
Arundel  AT  Warders  Butler,  he  told  Mr.  Prannce,  (  but  with 
a  great  obligation  of  Secrecy,  )  That  the  before-mentioned 
Mr.  Mejflnger  (  his  Lords  Gentleman  of  the  Horfe  )  was  to 
Kill  the  King,  and  to  have  a  vail;  Reward,  if  he  efcaped  with 
his  Life ,  as  'twas  well  hoped,  the  bufinefs  was  fo  neatly  con- 
trived, that  he  might :  But  however,  if  he  Chould  mifcarry  or 
fufFer  in  or  for  the  Attempt,  then  he  having  appointed  be- 
fore-hand what  Friends  mould  have  the  faid  Reward,  it 
fhould  be  drftributed  faithfully  to  them  by  the  faid  Lord 
Arundel,  Powis,  and  the  reft  of  the  Lords  that  were  in  the 
Plot.  Whereupon,  within  a  day  or  two  after,  Prannce  meet- 
ing with  the  faid  Mejpnger  in  Lincolns-Inne- fields,  after  fome 
previous  and  preparatory  difcourfc ,  asked  him  ,  Why  he 
would  hill  the  King  P  At  which  queftion  he  appeared  ftrange- 
ly  furprized  and  confounded,  as  wondering  how  he  mould 
come  to  know  of  fuch  his  traiterous  Intention :  But  Mr.Praunce 
feeming  not  willing  to  give  him  any  occafion  of  fear,  he,  re- 
collecting himfelf,  faid,  Who  told  yon  of  it  ?  To  which  the  o- 
ther  anfwered,  That  their  Butler  intimated  fo  much  to  him,  as 
a  Friend  3  whereupon  he  onely  faid.  No,  no,  we  are  off  of 
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that  thing  now :  giving  him  to  under ftand  as  if  they  had  taken 
fome  new  Meafurcs.  Then  Mr.  Yraunce  took  leave  of  him, 
who  feemed  much  troubled  at  the  Difcovery :  and  after  he 
was  gone  a  few  paces  from  him,caH'd  him  back  again,and  ask'd 
him  to  drink  with  him  ;  but  he  told  him,  that  his  buiinefs  re- 
quired hafte,  and  fo  avoided  going  with  him.  Then  he  ad- 
jxird  him  not  to  fpeak  of  that  buiinefs  to  any  body  living. 
But  afterwards  the  poor  Butler  came  to  fraunce  s  fhop  ,  and 
told  him,  That  he  had  received  great  Anger,  and  was  like  to 
be  undone,  becaufe  he  had  told  him  what  Mr.  Mejpnger  was 
to  have  done. 

14.  In  the  fame  fireet  where  Mr.  fraunce  lives,  viz,,  frin- 
ces-flreet  in  Covent -garden,  there  dwells  one  GROVE  a  Papift, 
(  Nephew  to  John  Grove  ,  lately  executed  for  designing  to 
murther  the  King)  who  is  ftill,  at  the  writing  hereof,  fuffered 
to  teach  School  there.     This  perfon,  after  the  Condemnation 
of  his  Uncle,  faid  very  confidently,  That  there  was  no  inch 
Plot  at  all  as  was  pretended ,  for  it  was  onely  a  Plot  of  the 
Proteftants  :    And  to  vilific  the  Kings  Evidence,  though  moil 
plain  and  pregnant,  (according  to  the  ufual  method  of  all  Pa- 
pifts,  who  make  it  their  grand  bufinefs  to  throw  upon  them  all 
imaginable  Scandals)  faid,  That  they  were  all  Rogues  that 
fwore  againft  his  Uncle.     Whereupon  Mr.  fraunce  (of  whom 
he  then  had  no  miftruft  ,  but  lookt  upon  him  as  firm  to  their 
Party)  faid,  But  then  what  think  you  of  the  Fifty  thoufand 
men  that  were  fuddenly  to  be  raifed  ?  which  to  my  knowledge 
he  knew  of :  for  I  well  remember  he  told  me  of  it.     Which 
plain  Argument  of  his  Uncles  Treafon  from  Mr.  fraunce,  the 
faid  Grove  not  being  able  to  deny,  faid,  that  pojpbly  his  Un- 
cle might  fpeah^  that  in  jeji.     Such  forry  Evafions  will  they  make 
ufe  of  to  out-face  Truth  ,  boliler  up  their  villanous  Practices, 
and  make  ignorant  and  credulous  people  believe,  That  all  their 
Traitors  are  Saints,  or  at  Icaft.  Martyrs. 

Further  Particulars  which  have  fallen  within  the  faid  Miles 
fraunce  s  Cognizance  touching  the  Plot  in  general,  ( though 
feveral  material  ones  there  are)  we  fhall  not  here  mention,  as 
being  not  yet  fit  to  be  publickly  divulg'd  5  but  proceed  to  the 
Murther  of  Sir  Edtmind-bury  Godfrey,  in  which  Mr.  fraunce 
was  unhappily  concern'd. 

the 


THE    FULL 

DISCOVERY 

O  F    T  H  E 

Manner  and  Qrcumftancfes 

b  f 

Sr*      E    D    M    LI    N    D    B    li    a    Y        G    O    D    F    R    E    Y'*S 

MURTHER. 

i .  P      ■      *l  He  defign  of  Murthcririg  this  Innocent  and  Never- 
■  to-be-forgotten  Gentleman  was  laid,and  fome  At1 

pj  tempts  made  to  Execute  it  before  it  was  at  all 

N  Communicated    unto  Mr.  Trance,  for   he.  hath 

fince  heard  by  Girald  and  J^elly  ( Irifh  Popifh 
Priefts  concerned  in  the  Murther)  and  others,  that  once,  fome  finall 
time  before  they  acquainted  him  with  it  ;  a  Gentleman  pa/ling 
by  SomynerfeuHoufe,  that  was  very  like  Sir  Edmondbury  in  Stature, 
Phifiognomy  and  Habit ;  fome  of  them  miftook,  and  Comple- 
mented him  as  Sr.  Edmondbury,  but  the  Stranger  denying  the  Name, 
or  that  he  was  any  fuch  Perfon ,  they  were  Co  confident,  as  to 
think  he  did  it  out  of  Caution,  to  avoid  them.  And  therefore 
peremptorily  told  him  he  was  Sr.  Edmundbury  Godfrey,  which  he  as 
pofitively  denying,  they  made  fome  attempts  to  pufh  him  into  the 
Houfe,  but  at  laft  perceiving  their  miftake,  Releafed  him,  pre- 
tending it  was  only  to  have  drank  a  Bottle  of  Wine  with  him. 
Likewife  they  faid  that  once  or  oftner,  they  had  dogged  him 
into  the  Fields,  and  out  parts  of  the  Town,but  being  in  the  Day 
time,  could  meet  wkh  no  opportunity  to  difpatch  him. 

2.  On  Sunday,  wanting  but  a  Day  of  a  Fortnight  before  the 
Murther  committed,  coming  from  the  Queens  Chappel,  the  (aid 
Girald  and  Kelly  together  with  Robert  Green  Cufhion-man  to  the 
Chappel,  Laurence  Hill,  Doctor  Goddins  Man  ( which  Doctor  .is 
Treaiurer  of  the  Chappel )  and  Mr.  Stance  went  (  as  commonly 
they  did  every  Sunday  )  to  the  Plough-Alehouie  by  the  Watergate 
(  as  they  call  it,  that  is  the  furthermoft  Gate  or  Paflage  going  down 
out  of  the  Strand  to  the  Waterfide  )  of  Sommerfct* Houfe ;  Where 
after  fome  common  friendly  Difcourfe  and  Talke  of  the  Plot 
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which  was  then  begun  to  be  dilcovered.  Girald  the  Prieft,  in  a 
familiar  plauiible  way  askt  Trance  if  he  did  not  know  Sr.  Edmundbury 
Godfrey^  who  told  him  he  had  heard  of  him,  and  feen  him  j  but 
had  no  particular  Acquaintance  with  him.  Then  he  askt  if  he 
did  not  know  what  a  bitter  Perlecutor  he  was  to  Catholicks,  and 
a  particular  Enemy  to  the  Queens  Servants  (  which 'tis  (uppofed 
he  urged  becaufe  Trance  was  one  of  them  ^ )  And  now  of  late  ( laid 
he  )  he  has  examined  People  againft  us,  and  got  Dcpofitions  to 
hx  odious  Crimes  and  Scandals  upon  us  and  our  Religion  ;  To 
which  Trance  anfwered  that  he  heard  he  had  lately  taken  lome  Ex- 
aminations concerning  the  Plot,  but  did  not  know  the  particu- 
lars, though  he  underftood  there  was  a  great  deal  of  Noife  abroad 
about  it,  and  heard  that  Mr.  Ireland  and  others  laft  Night  were 
taken  upon  it.  The  other  told  him  that  the  faid  Sr. Edmundbury  was 
fo  delperate  an  Enemy,  and  had  done  fuch  things  that  if  he  were 
not  taken  off,  the  Catholicks  would  be  generally  ruined ,  and 
therefore  it  wTas  abiolutely  neceffary  for  the  Glory  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  the  Church  that  it  be  done.  And  if  we  can  find  an 
Opportunity  to  do  it,  we  mail  have  a  very  good  Reward  from 
no  worfe  Man  than  the  Lord  {BellafisJ  and  therefore  (  faith  the 
faid  Girald  to  Trance )  looking  upon  you  as  a  good  Catholick  and 
that  will  not  deny  fo  good  a  Service  to  the  Church  ;  we  would 
have  you  be  aiding  and  affifting  to  us  in  it.  This  was  the  ve- 
ry Effect,  and  as  neer  as  he  can  remember  the  Words  of  his  firft 
Dilcourfe. 

To  which,  being  furprifed  with  Horror  at  fo  unexpected  and 
Cruel  a  Motion  ,  Trance  anfwered,  no,  he  could  not  be  concern- 
ed, nor  would  be  Guilty  of  any  Mans  Blood  for  a  World.  For 
Murther  w^as  a  greivous  and  moft  mortal  Sin.  The  Prieft  re- 
plied, Alas,  this  is  no  Sin,  but  a  Work  of  Charity.  There  is  no 
Murther  in  this  Cafe,  it  is  for  the  Glory  of  God  and  the  good  of 
the  Church,  and  therefore  you  ought  to  do  it.  With  feveral 
other  Words  to  that  Purpole. 

In  which  wicked  Perfuafions ,  I\elly  the  other  Prieft  likewiie 
joyned  with  him,  affirming  the  lame,  and  highly  encouraging 
Trance  and  the  reft  prefent  (  whom  it  feems  they  had  Engaged 
before  )  thereunto,  as  a  meritorious  Work.  Yet  ftill  Trance  told 
them  he  could  not  treacheroufly  kill  any  Man,  for  he  was  not 
able  to  force  his  Mind  to  fuch  an  Action;  Girald  faid,  he  deilred 
him  to  be  no  further  concerned  than  he  would  be  himfelf,  and  that 
he  would  make  nothing  of  killing  twenty  Hereticks  in  fuch  a  Cafe, 
and  that  there  was  no  Danger  in  it,  for  it  might  eafily  be  effected 
arid  no  body  the  Wifer.     Several  fuch  Words  and  Difcourlcs  pa£ 
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fed.  Ac  laft  they  told  him  he  fliould  not  be  troubled  to  do  the 
Bufinels,  but  mould  only  ftand  at  a  diftance,  and  that  they  were 
lure  he  would  not  deny  to  do,  for,  by  their  very  declaring  the  Bu- 
finels, he  was  already  as  far  concerned  as  that  came  to,  unlels  he 
would  betray  them,  which  if  he  did,  he  was  certainely  Damned, 
nor  fhould  eicape  long  here  without  Revenge. 

Thefe,  to  the  bell  of  his  Memory  were  the  fubftance  of  all  their 
Arguments  to  him.  Nor  did  they  aifign  any  particular  reafbn  of 
their  Malice,  only  that  Sr.  Ed??mndbury  Godfry  was  a  bufy  Man,  and 
was  going  about  to  ruine  all  the  Catholicks  in  England,  and  that 
it  was  neceifary  to  deftroy  him,  elfethey  mould  be  all  undone.  In 
fine,  lb  importunate  they  were,  that  by  thefe  curled  Perliiafions 
proceeding  from  PrienVwhomhe  had  been  taught  to  Reverence, 
and  receive  their  Words  as  Oracles ;  France  was  prevailed  with, 
( with  hearty  Sorrow,  Shame  and  Contrition,  he  defires  to  acknow- 
ledg  it  )  to  keep  their  bloody  Councels1,  not  daring  both  on  a  Re- 
ligious and  Temporal  Account  to  reveal  the  fame,  fearing  as  well 
Damnation  in  the  next  World,  if  he  fliould  diicover  it,  as  Ruine 
in  this,  being  one  of  her  Majefties  Servants,  and  fo  great  a  part  or 
rather  his  whoie  Livelyhood  depending  on  her  and  other  Catho- 
licks. With  whom  thefe  revengiul  Priefts  by  their  Intereft  and 
fome  falfe  Informations  might  ealily  undo  him,  befidesthe  Danger 
he  lay  under  of  a  private  Stab  or  the  like  Milchief  from  them. 

Then  they  acquainted  him  that  fome  others  wrere  engaged  in  the 
Bufinels,  befides  thofe  then  prefent,  naming  Henry  <Berry  Porter  to 
the  Queens  Majefty  at  the  upper  Court  Gate,  one  Lew/on  a  Prieft, 
and  fb'dip  Vernatii,  who  did  belong  to  the  Lord  Bellajis,  heretofore 
Pay-mafter  at  Tangier  ,and  much  indebted  to  the  faid  Lord.  Who 
together  with  Gerrard  and  I^elly  ( as  tis  believed )  were  the  firft 
that  were  ingaged  in  the  Bufinefs,  and  that  the  (aid  Vernatii  might 
be  induced  thereto  by  fome  Promife,  That  his  Debt  fliould  be 
remitted,  and  further  Rewards  promiied. 

They  likewife  laid  there  fliould  be  one  more  in  it,  whofe  Name 
(  as  they  then  told  it )  he  doth  not  remember.  And  as  he  fince  un- 
derftands,  there  were  feveral  others  concerned. So  defperately  were 
the  Original  Contrivers  let  upon  this  good  Gentlemans  Murther ; 
That  to  effect  it  throughly  they  laid  feveral  diftindt  Plots,  and  Im- 
ployed  diverfe  Seperate  Agents  unknown  to  each  other.  But  thofe 
above  mentioned  were  all  that  he  then  knew  of  for  his  part,  or 
that  they  difcovered  to  him. 

3.  In  the  Week  following,  fome  of  them  met  with  him  feveral 
times  at  the  fame  Houfe,  and  appointed  to  meet  the  next  Sunday, 
which  accordingly  they  did :  Walking  immediately  from  Prayers  at 
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the  Chappel  down  to  the  Water-fide,  where  they  pfefently  fell 
into  Confultation  about  the  manner  of  effecting  this  Horrid  Mur- 
ther.  But  did  not  there  come  to  any  Reiblution,  but  went  from 
thence  to  the  laid  Tlough  to  drink,  where  they  concluded  to  dogg 
or  watch  Sr.  Edmundbury  the  next  Week,  and  that  whoever  of 
them  could  firft  lee  him  in  a  Convenient  Place,  fhould  give  the. 
reft  notice. 

4.  Purfuant  to  this  Retake,  as  he  fince  underftood,  Green  and 
fome  of  the  reft  were  at  Sr.  Edmundbury  s  Houfe,  and  endeavou- 
red to  watch  him,  but  as  appears,  could  not  light  on  a  fit  Oppor- 
tunity. They  met  fometimes  in  the  former  part  of  that  Week, 
but  Trance  never  concerned  himlelf  to  go  to  his  Houfe,  or  elie- 
where,  to  look  for,  or  after  him ;  But  on  Saturday  the  1  ztb  of 
October  in  the  Morning  Girald,  Green  and  H*U,  went  forth  to  ob- 
ferve  his  Motions,  and  I^elly  the  other  Prieft  who  lodged  in  Som* 
?nerfet*HottJe,  and  knew  or  their  going,  came  about  nine  a  Clock 
in  the  Forenoon  to  Trance's  Houfe,  to  acquaint  him  therewith,  and 
charge  him  to  be  at  home  in  a  readinefs ;  The  firft  three  went 
near  Sr.  Edmundbury  Godfrey 's,  and  whilft  two  ftaid  lome  little  way 
off,  Hill  went  up  to  his  Houle,  and  inquired  for  Sr.  Edmundbury  y 
and  underftanding  he  was  within,  Spake  with  him,  and  preten- 
ded lome  fained  Bufinefs  as  'tis  believed,  but  not  certainly  known 
what  it  was,  and  Co  he  returned  to  his  Companions  ( This  Ac- 
count He  relates  as  he  had  it  from  themfelves,  Yi%.  Girald  and 
Green,  afterwards,  being  not  prefent  then  himlelf,  but  at  home  as 
aforefaid.) 

5.  About  ten  or  eleven  a  Clock  Sr.  Edmundbury  came  forth 
all  alone  ( as  his  manner  was,  for,  being  a  Plain  Stout  Gentle- 
man, he  never  or  very  feldom  went  abroad  attended  with  any 
Servant,  which  they  very  well  knew.  )  They  waiting  for  him 
privately,  dogged  him  to  feveral  Places,  up  and  down  all  the 
reft  of  the  Day,  as  his  Bufinefs  led  him,  till  about  fix  or  feven 
a  Clock  at  Night  he  came  to  St.  Clements,  and  went  into  a  great 
Houle  there,  where  it  is  thought  he  Supped.  Then  Green  left 
the  other  two ,  and  came  to  Trance's  Shop,  but  he  not  beeing 
at  home,  but  at  a  publique  Houfe  hard  by,  he  fent  for  him, 
and  informed  him  that  they  had  now  fet  Sr.  Edmundbury  in  St. 
Clements  (  but  the  particular  Houfe  he  did  not  name  or  declare 
to  him,  lb  as  he  might  know  whofe  it  was, )  but  only  told  him 
that  he  muft  make  all  the  haft  he  could  down  to  SommerJ'et* 
Houfe  to  the  Water-Gate,  where  he  fhould  find-  J^elly  the  Prieft 
and  'Berry  the  Porter;  Accordingly  Trance  left  his  Company, 
went  thither,  and  found  them  walking  in  the  Yard,  where  they 
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three  fometimes  walking ,  and  fometimes  fitting  on  the  Bench^ 
continued  till  about  nine  of  the  Clock  ;  And  then  Sr.  Edmund- 
bury  as  it  appears  came  forth  of  the  faid  Place  by  St.  Clements, 
and  prefently  Hill  came  riming  away  before,  up  Street  to  give 
No. ice  that  he  was  coming.  And  ordered  that  for  to  wheadle  him 
in,  two  fliould  pretend  to  be  a  Quarrelling,  and  having  thus  faid, 
the  faid  Hill  goes  up  again  to  the  Water-Gate,  and  ftood  there 
to  expect  his  coming  by,  and  intice  him  in.  In  the  mean  time 
l^elly  the  Prieft  and  Berry  began  a  feeming  Quarrel,  but  made  no 
great  Noife ;  and  Sr.  Edmundbury  coming  along  the  Strand,  juft 
as  he  was  palling  by  the  Water-Gate ,  Hill  (  who  well  knew 
Sr.  Edmundbury,  and  Sr.  Edmundbury  him,  as  having  traded  with 
him  for  Coals  )  .fteps  up  to  him  as  in  a  great  deal  of  Hafte,  and 
fays,  for  God  fake,  Sr.  Edmundbury  Godfrey  be  plealed  to  come 
in,  for  here  are  two  Men  a  Quarrelling,  and  I  am  afraid  there 
will  be  Blood  fhed  between  them.  Pough,  Pough,  faid  Sr. 
Edmundbury,  refufing  at  firft  to  trouble  himfelf,  but  Hill  ftill  cry- 
ing out  he  feared  there  might  be  a  great  deal  of  Harm  done,  and 
how  glad  he  was  to  light  on  his  Worfhip,  who  being  a  Magiftrate, 
his  Prefence  wTould  prefently  quiet  them,  and  therefore  intreated 
him  again  juft  to  ftep  in ;  The  Gallant  Gentlemans  good  Na- 
ture, was  luch,  not  fufpecting  any  Harm,  but  defigning  to  do 
an  Act  of  Charity,  and  to  endeavour  that  the  Peace  might  be 
kept  according  to  his  Office,  that  he  was  prevailed  with  by 
the  Treacherous  Perlwafions  of  the  Aflaflinate,  to  turn  into  the 
Trap  they  had  laid  for  him. 

6.  Hill  entred  the  Gate  firft,  Sr.  Edmundbury  follows  him 
and  immediately  behind  him,  Girald  and  Green  ;  they  coming 
down  as  foon  as  they  had  paft  Trance  ( who  ftood  dole  up  to 
the  Wall  unfeen )  went  forwards  towards  the  Water-Gate,  to ob- 
ferve  any  that  fhould  come  that  way ,  and  Bury  then  went 
to  fecure  the  Stairs  and  Paffage  by  the  Chappel.  But  firft  he 
and  J^elly  were  the  pretended  Quarrelers,  and  ftood  juft  at 
the  end  of  the  Raile  by  the  Queens  Stables,  and  as  Sr.  Edmund- 
bury went  down,  Green  who  walkt  juft  behind  him,  having  in 
readinefs  a  large  twifted  Handkerchif,  on  a  Hidden  threw  the 
fame  about  his  Neck,  and  immediately  they  all  fower,  vi^.  Gi- 
rald, I^elly,  Green  and  the  faid  Hill  fell  upon  him,  fecured  his 
Sword,  puird  him  down,  throtled  him,  (6  that  he  could  nei- 
ther Cry  out ,  nor  Speak ,  drew  him  behind  the  Rail  and 
gave  him  many  violent  Punches  on  the  Breaft  with  their 
Knees,and  having  as  they  fuppofed  dilpatcht  him,  and  that  he  had. 
lain  ftill  for  a  while,  fearing  he  was  not  yet  quite  dead,  G\= 
raid  the  Prieft  wrould  have  run  his  Swrord  through  him,  but  the 
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reft  would  not  yeild  to  that,  for  they  laid  then  it  would  be 
difcoveied  by  the  Blood,  fo  that  at  their  Perfwafion  he  put 
up  his  Sword  again,  and  did  not  do  it ;  however  to  make  lure 
worke,  Green  got  upon  him,  and  punching  him  with  all  his 
Force  on  the  Breaft  with  his  Knee ,  wrung  his  Neck  round  ; 
The  firft  Attaque,  vi%  Greens  flinging  the  twilled  Handker- 
chif  about  his  Neck,  and  their  falling  upon  him,  Trance  Saw", 
but  then  Immediately  went  to  the  Water-Gate,  and  as  for  the 
reft  of  the  Tranfactions,  he  had  it  from  all  their  Mouths  after- 
wards, and  particularly  as  to  the  wringing  of  his  Neck,  Green 
told  of  it  himfelf,  for  he  boafted  of  it  >  and  the  bloody  min- 
ded Prieft  Girald ,  feeing  him  Dead ,  laid  thefe  Words  :  Well 
if  we  could  not  have  inticed  him  in  here,  I  refohed  I  would  have 
followed  him,  down  Hartf-horn  Lane  that  leads  to  his  own  Houje, 
and  there  would  have  run  him  through  with  my  own  Hand. 

But  it  was  other  wife  ordered  by  the  Hand  or  God,  who 
though  he  fometimes  fuffers  wicked  Men  to  perpetrate  their 
barbarous  Defigns,  yet  he  often  over-rules  them  fo  tar  as  that 
they  themfelves  againft  their  Intentions ,  contribute  to  the  Dil- 
covery,  or  brings  by  infinite  Wifdom  and  Power,  Good  out  of 
Evil,  and  ferves  the  Interefts  of  his  Church  and  People  even 
by  the  Cruelties  of  their  implacable  Enemies.  For  had  they 
killed  him  in  another  Place,  or  difpofed  of  his  Body  in  another 
manner,  'tis  poflible  it  had  never  been  found  out,  and  in  that 
Cafe,  or  if  they  had  not  been  fuffered  to  be  fo  far  Infatuated 
by  the  Devil  as  to  Murther  Him ;  'tis  probable  their  Hellifh 
Plot  had  never  been  fufficiently  taken  notice  of,  till  felt  in  the 
diieiul  Effects,  fo  that  Sr.  Edmundhury  muft  juftly  be  ftiled,  the 
}\ing  and  Kingdoms  Martyr  ,  fince  his  Death  ( though  in  it  felf 
molt  horrid  and  deplorable  )  was  yet  through  the  infinite  Mer- 
cy of  God,  a  means  to  preferve  the  Lives  of  many  Thoufands. 

7.  Having  ftaid  at  the  Gate  about  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour, 
in  all  which  time  no  body  offered  to  come  in  that  way,  Trance 
went  down  to  them,  and  likcwife  Berry  came  from  his  Poft  at 
the  Stairs ,  and  then  they  all  fet  upon  removing  the  Body, 
which  they  carried  in  at  a  Door  right  againft  the  place  where 
he  was  Murthered,  and  fb  up  a  Pair  of  Stairs  that  goes  into  a 
long  Entry  leading  into  the  upper  Court  by  the  Coach-Houfes, 
and  then  into  Doctor  Goddin's  Lodgings,  who  was  Treafurer  of  the 
Chappel  to  the  Queen,  where  the  laid  Hill  lived,  and  did  all  the 
Doctors  Bufinefs,  being  the  firft  Door  on  the  left  Hand  in  the 
faid  Entry,  Hill  going  before  and  opening  the  Door  ;  Then  they 
carried  him  up  five  or  fix  Steps,  into  a  little  Room  on  the  Right 
Hand,  wlrere  they  let  the  Body  with  his  Back  leaning  againft  a 
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Bed,  and  (6  leaving  Hill  there  as  being  at  home,  the  reft  departed^ 
and  difperfed  themlelves,  every  Man  to  his  own  Dwelling  ;  get- 
tina  home  about  ten  of  the  Clock,  or  between  ten  and  eleven. 

8.  The  Body  lay  in  that  Room,  Saturday-Night ,  Sunday 
all  Day  and  Night,  and  until  Munday  at  Night,  and  then  France 
coming  from  Home  about  ten  of  the  Clock  down  to  Hill's,  to 
know  if  they  had  difpofed  thereof,  or  how  they  would  do  it,  be- 
caufe  he  had  heard  nothing  from  them ;  Hill  told  him  that  he  and 
the  reft  had  that  Evening  a  little  before,carried  him  out  to  a  Room 
crofs  the  upper  Court  of  SommerJeuHouJe ,  for  fear  Notice  mould 
be  taken  of  their  keeping  the  other  Room  fo  long  private,  or  that 
ibme  body  fliould  have  occafion  to  go  into  it,  and  difcover  him; 
then  Mr.  Trance  went  to  the  Tlou»h  jile-Houfe,  where  he  found 
Green,  Girald  and  J^clly,  and  prefently  Hill  came  thither  alfo,  and 
Hill  with  a  dark  Lanthorn  went  with  the  other  three  Z?c.  tofhew 
Mr.  Trance  wThere  the  Body  lay,  which  was  in  the  laid  Room  in 
the  upper  Court  upon  the  Ground,  covered  with  a  Cloth  over 
the  Head,  but  his  Sword  was  not  there,  but  ftill  kept  hidden  in 
J-/i//'s  Houfe  ;  So  having  (ben  the  Body,  every  Man  went  home. 

o.  There  the  Corps  continued  Munday-Night,  and  all  Tuef- 
day  till  about  nine  of  the  Clock  at  Night,  and  then  all  the  faid  five 
Perfons,  Vt^.  Giraldy  Kelly,  Green,  Hill  and  'Berry  took  him  out  of 
the  faid  Room,  and  brought  him  back  crofs  the  Court-Yard  to  the 
aforefaid  long  Entry  by  Doctor  Goddins  Door,  but  Hill  going 
in  before  to  his  own  Lodging,  found  (  as  they  declared  after )  fome 
body  there,  lo  that  they  could  not  with  lafety  lay  hjm  in  the  fame 
Room  where  he  was  firft  before,  and  therefore  they  carried  him 
into  another  Room  on  the  left  Hand  going  from  the  upper  Court 
juft  oppofite  to  Doctor  Goddins  Door,  which  as  is  fuppofed  was  Sr. 
John  Arundel's  Lodgings  who  is  Mafter  of  the  Horfe  to  the  Queen. 

i  o.  There  the  Body  lay  Tuefday-Night,  and  till  WedneiHay 
about  nine  a  Clock  at  Night;  and  then  all  the  faid  five  perfons  un- 
dertook to  convey  it  back  again  to  the  Room  in  Doctor  Goddins 
Lodgings  where  Hdl  Lived,  and  where  it  was  laid  at  firft,  they 
imagining  as  Mr.  Trance  fuppoles  that  they  might  have  more  free- 
dom, and  betirer  opportunity  to  carry  it  from  thence  unperceived, 
than  from  the  other  place  ;  But  during  the  time  they  were  fo  remov- 
ing him,and  juft  as  they  had  the  Body  in  the  Entry ,Mr.  Trance  ac- 
cidentally came  that  way,  and  they  not  knowing  who  it  might  be, 
left  the  Body  there,  and  began  to  fly,  Berry  running  away  quite  to 
his  Lodge,  but  Mr.  Trance  calling  to  them,they  knowing  his  Voice, 
came  back,  and  then  they  all  ( but  Berry  who  was  (o  gon  )  fet  to 
their  Hands  and  got  it  up  again  into  the  faid  little  Room  in  Doctor 
Goddins  Lodgings,  where  it  was  at  firft. 
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1 1 .  There  they  entred  into  a  lerious  Consultation,  and  the  two 
Priefts  Girald  and  J^elly  (whether  by  order  of  Superiors  or  not,cannot 
here  be  fet  forth  becauie  they  named  no  body  that  had  fo  ordered, 
but  delivered  it  as  their  own  Senfe  )  advifed  that  the  fafefl  and  befl 
way  was  to  carry  him  out  into  the  Fields  and  lay  him  in  fome  ob- 
fcure  Place,in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  when  ever  he  fliould  be  found  it 
might  be  fuppofed  that  he  murther'd  himfelf,  which  would  much 
ferve  the  Interefl  of  the  Church,when  itfhould  be  publickly  known 
that  he  who  was  fo  bufy  in  charging  Catholicks  with  a  Plot,was  fo 
troubled  afterwards  for  fo  abufing  them  in  the  fame,  that  he  made 
away  himfelf ;  and  therefore  it  was  agreed  that  none  of  his  Mony 
or  other  things  mould  be  medled  with,  the  better  to  colour  that 
Report ;  and  indeed  if  they  did  take  away  any  Note-Book  or  other 

.  Writing  from  him,it  was  in  Trance's  abfence,for  he  never  faw  them 
fearch  his  Pockets,  nor  doth  know  what  became  of  his  Band,  but 
fiippofes  the  fame  might  be  loft  in  fome  of  their  removes,  and  be- 
ing found  by  fbmc  Papift,when  the  Body  was  after  difcovered,  and 
enquiry  made  after  the  Band,the  fame  might  be  kept  concealed  be- 
caufe  it  fhould  not  be  any  Evidence  that  he  was  murthered  there. 

12.  This  being  well  approved  of,  it  was  further  relblved  to 
carry  the  Body  away  that  Night  about  twelve  of  the  Clock,  to 
which  Purpofe  Hill  and  another  undertook  to  get  a  Sedan,  and 
appointed  all  to  meet  there  at  eleven  a  Clock  ;  in  the  mean  time 
they  went  home.  Mr.  Trance  calling  as  he  paffed,  upon  (Berry 
to  let  him  know  that  he  mufl  be  ready  on  fuch  a  Sign  to  open 
the  Gate. 

13.  Near  eleven  a  Clock  that  Night  Mr.  Trance  returned 
and  found  all  the  four ;  Tn%.  Hill,  Green,  Girald  and  J^elly  there,  and 
a  Sedan  provided  ,  (landing  ready  at  Doctor  Goddins  Door. 
Now  by  that  time  they  had  contrived  which  way  to  carry  him  and 
got  him  into  the  Sedan,  it  was  neer  twelve  a  Clock,  then  Gyrald 
and  Trance  going  to  carry  him,  found  there  wanted  Leathers  and 
were  not  able  to  carry  him  well  with  their  Arms,  fo  Hill  provided 
Cords,  which  they  tyed  in  the  nature  of  Leathers,and  then  Gyrald 
and  Trance  took  him  up  and  carried  him  over  the  Court- Yard  up 
to  the  Lodge  and  there  gave  an  Hum  (  which  was  the  Token  a- 
greed  on)  and  thereupon  Bury  came  forth  and  opened  the  Gate  and 
let  them  out,having  on  purpofe  to  avoide  any  Notice  being  taken 
invited  the  Souldiers  into  his  Houfe  with  Drink  and  Tobacco  for 
they  faw  no  Centinel  at  all,  and  at  the  Tryal,the  Souldiers  which 
that  Night  flood  Centinel  acknowledged  that  they  law  a  Sedan 
come  in,but  none  go  out,and  indeed  it  was  Impoffible  they  mould, 
they  not  being  there,  but  in  <Burys  Houfe,  where  were  Lights  [tea 
and  Company  heard  talking. 

Being 
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Being  thus  got  out  of  Sommerfet-Wov&z  ,    Hill  run  before  to 

get  ready  an  Horfe.     But  whofe  the  Horfe  was,  or  where  pro- 
vided, Mr.  France  doth   not  know.     Then  Girald  and  Prance 
carried  him  into  Covent-Garden  to  the  end  of  James-jlreet,  and 
there  fet  him  down}  and  then  Kelly  and  Green ,  who  walkt  by, 
took  him  up  and  carried  him  along  Kings-Jireet  to  Newjireet- 
end,  and  fo  up  Rofe-jlreet  to  Longacre-end.     Then  the  firii  two 
took  him  up  again,  and  carried  him  by  the  Gray  hound  Tavern 
to  the   Grecian  Church,  there   Hill  met  them  with  an    Horfe, 
and  taking  out  the  Body,  (et  it  on  the  Horfe  before  Hill,  and 
clapt  the  Sedan  into  an  Houie  that  was  building, but  unfurnifht, 
leaving  it  there  till  they  came  back.      The   Body  being  fo  fee 
on  Horfe-back,  Girald  the  Prieft  faid,  Iwifb  we  had  an  hundred 
fuch  Rogues  06  fecure  at  rve  have  this.      Then  thofe  four,   *vi7j. 
Hill,    Girald^  Kelly  and  Green,  went  away  with  him,  one  Lea- 
ding the  Horfe,  and  the  other  walking  by  on  each  fide,  vvhilft 
Hill  held  him  on  before  him.     But  Mr.  Trance  returned  home, 
becaufc  being  an  Houfe- keeper  his  Family  might  fake  no  notice 
of  his  being  out  all  night,   nor  any  body  obferve  his  comming 
home  in  the  morning,  for  it  was  between  One  and  Two  before 
he  got  back. 

14.  Next  day  they  met  together,  and  then  Girald  told  him 
that  they  had  laid  the  Body  in  a  Ditch  belonging  to  a  Field  a- 
bout  fV/wr 0/e- Hi ll;and  to  make  people  think  when  ever  he  (hall 
be  found,  That  he  kill'd  himfelr,  I,  faid  he,  run  his  own  Sword 
through  him,  and  left  it  in  his  Body,  and  laid  his  Scabbard  and 
Gloves  at  a  fmall  diftance  on  the  Bank. 

15.  On  the  Thurfday  in  the  Afternoon  the  Body  was 
found  :  That  night  Mr.  Trance  was  at  the  Horfe/booT&vem 
in  Drury- Lane,  wirh  Philip  Vernatti,  that  Ihould  have  been 
actually  concerned  in  the  Murther,  but  iail'd  to  be  there;  and 
alio  another  friend  that  accidentally  was  with  them,  knowing 
nothing  in  the  leaft  of  this  horrid  bufinefs.  There  fome  people 
came  in  and  faid,  Thar  Sir  Edmundbury  Go?  fry  was  found  mur- 
thered.  Whereupon  the  faid  Vernatti  calling  Mr.  Trance  afide 
to  the  Fire,  laid,  Lord  !  is  this  mans  body  found  already  that 
was  carried  away  but  yefternight !  Thanks  be  to  God  that  he 
was  convey'd  away  without  any  notice,  for  now  I  hope  it  will  ne- 
ver be  discovered.  He  faid  further^  That  he  ihould  have  been 
concern'd,  and  was  fent  to,but  was  not  at  home,but  was  forry  he 
was  not  there, to  have  been  afilftant  to  them.  Then  he  askt  the 
manner  how  the  Murther  was  contrived  ;  of  which  Mr.  Trance 
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gatfe  him  fome  (hort  account,  but  not  all,  becaufe  his  Friend  be- 
ing  in  the  Room,  they  were  afraid  of  ralking  long  fo  privately, 
left  he  Ihould  fu(pe&  iomething  to  their  prejudice. 

1 6.  In  little  time  after,  the  faid  Vcrnatti  met  with  Giraldy 
who  gave  him  an  exacl  account  in  writing  of  the  whole 
proceedings  and  manner  ot  the  Murther,  That  he  ('as  he  faidj 
might  communicate  and  mew  the  fame  to  the  Lord  Beliafisy  and 
other  original  Defigrncrsor  promoters  of  the  bufinefs,  for  their  fai 
tisfaclion  }  which  Mr.  France  came  to  the  knowledg  of  in  man- 
ner following,  viz*-  About  a  fortnight  afterwards  he  met  with 
the  laid  Vcrnatti  again,  who  invited  him  to  Bon?  to  take  a  Din* 
ner,  and  fee  a  Friend  of  his :  To  which  he  confented,  and  the 
day  was  appointed.  But  in  the  morning  they  were  firft  to  meet 
in  London  at  the  Gcorge^n  Alehoufe  right  overagainfl:  theSW^f 
Market  ;  where  going  accordingly,  he  found  Mr.  Vernatti  and 
the  before-mentioned  Lewfon^.  Prieft  that  was  privy  totheMur- 
ther,  and  Ihould  likewife  have  been  at;  it,  but  happened  to  be 
abfent  $  thefe  were  got  thither  before,  but  Mr.  Prance  had  but 
a  little  time  been  come  to  them,  before  the  faid  Vernatti  pluckt 
out  of  his  Pocket  a  Paper  in  which  was  written  down  an  account 
of  the  whole  Murther,  reading  the  fame  to  Len?fon.  Upon 
which  Mr-  Prance  askt  him  who  gave  him  all  that  exacl:  Ac- 
count ?  He  anfwer'd,  Girald  gave  it  him  to  (hew  it  to  the  Lord 
Bel/ajtsy  and  the  red:  concerned. 

17.  Then  away  they  went  together  all  Three  to  Bon?  to  a 
Tavern,  being  the  Queens-Head,  one. Mr-  Cafbes  Houfe,  where 
they  went  up  one  pair  of  Stairs,  and  there  Mr-  Vernatti  wrote  a 
Note  to  one  Mr.  Detbwick^wXxo  lived  about  a  mile  and  an  half 
off,  (as  Mr.  Trance  thinks,  about  Poplar)  to  come  to  him,  and 
caufes  a  Mefiengcr  to  be  provided  to  carry  it,  who  was  a  Cobler, 
whom  he  itriclly  charged  not  to  deliver  the  fame  to  any  but 
Dcthn?ick^s  own  hand,  and  if  he  were  not  at  home  to  bring  it 
back  again  ;  whilft  he  was  gone,  looking  out  at  the  Window, 
and  hearing  Fi(h  cried,  Mr.  Prance  bought  fome,  and  ordered 
the  people  of  the  Houfe  to  drefs  them*  But  after  fome  time,both 
Vernatti  and  Leivfon  went  down  to  defirc  the  Woman  not  to  fry 
them  with  Suet  but  with  Butter,  faying  they  would  allow  her 
fo  much  the  more  for  dreiTlng,  pretending  fat  would  rife  in  their 
Stomacks  ;  but  the  true  reafon  which  they  declared  above,  was 
becaufe  it  was  Friday  (being  as  he  remembers  the  Friday  next 
after  the  Proclamation  came  forth,commanding  Papifts  to  depart 
the  City.)  Thus  nice  and  fcrupulous  were  they  in  that  paltry 
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Olifervation,  who  could  aber,  counie!,  and  without  the  leaf! 
rcmorfe,  carry  on  a  mod:  Hellilh  Plot,  and  premeditated  Miirl 
ther.  Yet  was  not  this  Caurion  fo  neatly  delivered^  but  that  the 
people  began  to  have  a  iufpition  that  they  were  Fapijls  ;  tor 
having  a  Barrel  of  Colcbejler  Qyftere  brought,  the  Cobler  re. 
turn'd  with  word,That  Mr.  Detbwicl^  would  prefently  be  there^ 
who  came  accordingly  ,  and  was  entertain'd  by  Vernatti  with 
abundance  of  Complaifance  and  Ca" relies  \  fo  fell  to  their  Oy« 
(Vers,  and  preparing  for  Dinner:  Mr  Vernatti  was  fo  eager  to 
Communicate  the  bulmefs,  that  he  had  got  the  before-mention- 
ed Narrative  of  Sir  Echmindburys  Death  in  his  hand,  and  was 
reading  the  fame  to  Dethivul^  who  faid  the  fame  was  very 
welh  but  a  boy  of  the  Houfe  obfervtng  a  paper  in  his  hand,and 
having  fome  iufpition,  becaufe  he  heard  the  name  of  Sir  Ed- 
mitndbnry  Godfry  mentioned  (^as  he  hath  llnce  made  Oath^)  did 
liften  at  the  door,  till  Mr.  Prance  perceiving  fomething  Air  be- 
hind the  door,  and  being  (as  the  Guilty  always  are)  full  of  fu- 
fpitions  and  jealouiles.ran  to  the  door,and  opening  it,  found  him 
there,  and  threatned  to  kick  him  down  flairs  j  and  from  that 
time  they  would  not  fuffer  the  door  any  more  to  be  (hut,  be- 
caufe nobody  mould  liften.  However  there  they  continued  all 
that  day,  and  at  night  went  every  one  to  his  home. 

1 8.  Soon  after  this,  Vernatti  was  very  importunate  with  Mr. 
Trance  to  ^o  out  of  Town  with  him  \  whether  it  were  to  have- 
done  him  a  mifchief,  as  tearing  to  put  confidence  in  him,  and 
fufpecting  he  fhould  difcover  them,  he  knows  not,  but  abfo- 
lutely  refilled  to  go  with  him.  This  Vernatti  is  a  perfon  that  has 
been  a  great  Traveller,  and  liv'd  a  lona  time  at  Rome,  maintain- 
ing a  Correfpondence  both  in  France  and  Italy  with  Jefuitsand 
other  the  mo  ft  dangerous  »  opith  Firebrands ;  he  frequently  made, 
it  his  bufinefs  to  carry  away  young  Gentlemen  to  RbcMes^Dowaj^ 
and  other  foreign  Seminaries,  and  fometimes  young  Ladies  to 
Nunneries.  In  aword^hc  was  a  mighty  (tickler  in  the  Catholick 
cauiV,  and  a  perfon  fo  dangerous,  that  'tis  pity  he  has  cfcaped 
the  hand  of  Juftice.    . 

1 9  Thus  tar  this  Execrable  Murthcr  was  carried  on  in  fecret!, 
and  the  parties  concern'd  began  to  be  out  ot  all  pain  concernr 
ing  it,  not  dreading  any  difcovery  ;  but  at  laft  the  righteous 
God  by  an  unexpected  means  was  pleafed  to  lay  open  the  fame, 
and  in  infinite  mercy  to  bring  Mr.  Yrance  (whom  the  vile  Priefts 
perfwafions  as  atorefaid  had  drawn  in  to  be  an  Accomplice,  a*Vd 
hardned  fo  far  as  not  to  have  any  due  fenfe  of  the  Guilt  he  had 
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contracted)  to  be  deeply  arTecled  with  the  horror  of  that  crime, 
heartily  penitent  for  the  fame,  and  inftrumental  towards  a  full 
difcovery.  The  bringing  this  to  pais  was  moft  afturedly  the  over- 
ruling hand  ot  a  fpecial  Providence,  as  appears  by  the  ftrange- 
nefs  ot  the  Circumftances  which  contributed  to  his  beingf  firft 
queiuon'd  for  the  fame. 

For  the  better  underftanding  whereof,  wemuft  acquaint  the 
world  with  an  Accident  that  happened  before  the  Murther  com- 
mitted, which  yet  calually  occaiion'd  its  difcovery  fo  long  after. 

Upon  the  firft  notice  of  the  Plot  and  Commitment  of  Fe«- 
rvicli^,  Ireland,  and  the  reft  of  the  Traitors  that  were  firft  ap- 
prehended, Mr.  France  being  then  blindly  zealous  for  Popery, 
happening  to  be  in  a  Coffee-houfe  where  fome  people  were 
talking  of  the  faid  Prifoners,for  the  credit  of  the  Catholick  caufe, 
did  there  fpeak  words  in  their  favour,  which  fome  of  the  Com- 
pany thought  ///,  and  gave  ^as  he  was  toldj)  fome  information 
againft  him-,  whereoi  having  notice,  to  avoid  trouble  and  charge, 
he  did  abfent  himfelf  from  his  Houfe  the  three  Nights  next,and 
immediately  after  Michaelmas  day,  *//*,.  on  the  Munday  and 
Tuefday  nights  he  lay  at  a  Friends  Houfe  right  over  againft  his 
Dwellings  and  on  Wednefday-night  at  an  Houfe  by  the  Mews* 
gate.  But  then  underftanding  that  the  buimefs  was  over,  and  no 
profecution  like  to  be  made  on  it,  he  afterwards  lay  at  home  as 
before,  and  this  was  very  near  a  Fortnight  before  Sir  Edmund- 
bury  was  murther'd.  Yet  by  occafion  of  this, twelve  weeks  after 
Mr.  Prance  was  call'd  in  queftion  j  for  there  happening  fome  mif- 
underftanding  between  a  Neighbour  and  him,  who  having  got 
fome  Intelligence  that  he  once  lay  three  Nights  out  of  his  Houfe, 
he  will  not  fay  out  of  ill  will,becaufe  he  acknowledges  the  hand 
of  God  in  it,but  upon  a  miftake  it  was,that  he  did  imagine  that 
thefe  might  be  the  Nights  whereon  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfry  was 
murthered,  and  thofe  that  fucceeded  it,  and  upon  this  naked  fur- 
mife,  bottom'd  upon  nothing  that  he  or  any  that  he  could  pro- 
duce (^though  Mr.  France's  Servants  were  fcrutiniz'd)  knew  of 
the  matter,  a  Warrant  was  obtain'd  from  the  moft  Honourable 
Council- Board  to  apprehend  and  examine  Mr.  France  touching 
that  matter.  Being  taken  upon  that  Warrant  on  the  1 1  of  Dec. 
Jaft,being  St.  Thomas  his  day,  he  was  firft  carried  into  the  Lobby 
by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, where  Mv.Bedlotv,  whom  he  did  not 
know,having  but  once  been  feen  by  him  before,  <vii>.  between 
the  Murther  and  carrying  out  of  the  Body  of  Sir  Edmundbnry 
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Codfrey^&nd  at  a  time  when  Mr.Prance  did  not  obferve  him,yet  knew 
his  face  again,  and  cbarg'd  him  pofitively  with  being  concern'd  in 
that  Murther;  and  thereupon  after  Examination  he  was  committed 
to  Newgate  on  Saturday  the  21  of  December. 

Upon  the  Munday  iollowing  he  made  a  difcovery  upon  Oath, 
and  then  did  Impeach  the  faid  Fifz,  Girald,  Dominich^  Kelly,  Ro- 
bert Green,  Henry  Berry,  and  Laurence  Hill  j  of  thefe  the  two  fubT 
til  Priefts  made  (hift  to  eicape;  Girald having  not  fince  been  heard 
of,  but  Kelly  was  got  into  the  Prifon  of  the  Marfaalfeys  by  the 
name  of  Daniel  Edmonds ,being  taken  up  fomewhere  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Surrey  where  he  retired  to  hide  himfeli,  and  fent  thither  for 
being  a  Kecufant  •,  and  hearing  of  Trance's  being  apprehended, 
made  all  the  Intereft  he  could  to  be  gone,  and  fo  procured  un- 
known Bail  hired  for  10  s.  a  piece,  and  got  away  in  December,  be- 
fore he  was  known  to  be  Kelly  ;  though  fince  there  hath  been  a  full 
difcovery  thereof  made  publick  \  as  tor  Hill  and  Berry  they  were 
forthwith  taken  at  their  own  Houfes,  but  Green  was  before  clapt  up 
a  Prifoner  in  the  Gatehoufe  for  refufing  to  take  the  Oath,  (Tor  his 
Confcience  was  wonderful  tender  in  thatjmt  able  to  digeft  a  Mur- 
ther.)  And  when  his  Keeper  came  to  acquaint  him  that  there  was 
another  Bufinefs  come  againft  him,  and  that  he  was  chared  with 
the  Murther  of  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey,he  haflily  askt,V\  bo  accu- 
fed  him  }  and  the  Keeper  telling  him,  It  was  one  Prance  :  he 
prefently  clapt  his  hand  on  his  Breaft,  and  faid  thefe  words,  Theu 
am  la  dead  man. 

20.  On  the  24*7.7.  of  December ,  Prance  was  carried  before  the 
King  and  Council,  where  he  gave  a  particular  account  of  the  Cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Murther,  as  herein  before  is  fet  forth  -y  and  for 
more  full  fatisfa#ion  touching  the  feveral  places  he  had  had  occa- 
sion to  mention,  his  Majefty  thought  fit  to  appoint  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth,  the  right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Offiry,  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon,  and  Sir  Robert  Southwell  Clerk  of  the  Council, 
to  go  with  him  and  take  his  Examination  on  the  place,  and  fee  if 
he  could  (hew  all  the  particular  places  he  had  mentioned  to  the 
Board :  Being  come  there  he  (hew'd  his  Grace  and  thofe  Noble 
Lords,  firft  the  fatal  fpot,  or  place  where  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey 
was  murthered,  the  place  where  Berry  was  alfigned  to  Hand,  and 
where  himfelf  Mood  •,  then  the  door  he  was  carried  in  ai  by  the  end 
of  the  Stables,  the  Stairs,  the  long  dark  Entry,  the  door  leading 
to  Doftor  Goddins  Lodgings,  the  little  Chamber  there  where  the 
Body  was  firft  laid  \  going  to  them  all  as  readily  as  a  man  could 
do  to  any  room  in  his  own  Houfe,  which  all  appeared  to  be  ex- 
aftly  fituate  as  he  had  defcribed  them  that  morning  before  to  the 
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Board.  But  as  to  that  Room  where  he  faw  the  Body  lie  on  the 
Monday. night,  being  crofs  the  upper  Court,  (though  he  carried 
them  directly  towards  the  plaee  crols  the  Court\and  rold  his  Grace 
fo  f.ir  he  was  lure  he  was  right,  yet  there  being  icveral  Roc  ms,  and 
he  having  never  been  there  but  once,  and  that  in  the  n.ijVhr,  and 
only  with  a  dark  Lanthorn,_)hc  was  notable  certainly  to  allien  the 
very  Room.  But  as  to  all  the  other  places  he  * as  pofirive,  and  Co 
his  Grace  and  their  Honours  rcturn'd  very  well  farisfied  in  the 
reality  oi  his  Information. 

2 1.   Here  is  to  be  noted,  That  whilft  they  were  viewing  Doctor 
Goddins  Lodgings,  Mrs.   Broadjir.et    the  UoSor's   Houfe- keeper, 
coming  to  underftand  what  it  was  for,   and  that  Hill  their  Servant: 
was  charged  with  the  Murtherof  Sir  Edmundbuty  Godfry\  (he  (like 
a  right  Tapijl, to  keep  up  the  reputation  of  the  psrtyj  voluntarily 
offered  her  Oath,  and  did  (wear  before  the  Duke  of  Monmout jb, 
That  the  (aid  Hill  had  taken  an  Houfe  in  StanhopeAiveet^  and  went 
thither  to  live  and    lodg  at  Michaelmas  ;    whereas  in  truth.,  and 
at  the  Trial  of  the  faid  H/7/,  e^c.   it  was  plainly  made  appear  be- 
fore her  face,  That  the  faid  Hill  did  not  go  to  refide  at  iuch  his 
new  houfe  fo  foon,but  continued  his  Lodging  here  till  about  three 
Weeks  after  Michaelmas  ,in  which  time  all  thefe  Tran  fact  ions  con- 
cerning the  Murther,  happened.  She  then  further  fwore,That  there 
was  but  one  Key  belonging  to  the  outward  door  of  their  Lodg- 
ings, and  fo  it  was  impoffible  that  Hill  fliould  go  out  and  in,  and 
all  thefe  things  be  done,  and  they  within  not  fee  him,  or  take  no- 
tice of  them  \  and  yet  before  they  went  away  from  thence,   Mr. 
Trance  made  it  appear,  and  the  was  fore'd  to  confefc,  That  there 
.  were  four  or  five  Keys  amongft  them  thereunto,  one  of  which  Hill 
did  always  ufe  to  carry  about  him,   that  he  Alight  at  any  time  come 
in,  and  go  out  at  his  pleafure  without  troubling  or  diflurbing  the 
reft  of  the  Family;  and  Mr.  France  himfelf  harh  been  feverat  times 
let  in  by  him  therewith,  they  in  the  inner  rooms  taking  no  notice, 
as  he  could  perceive. 

22.  But  now  becaufe  Mr.  France  woufd  conceal  nothin^but  im- 
partially fet  forth  all  that  happened  in  this  matter,  he  mud  not 
omit  the  Relation  of  that  Imbecility  (or  what  elfe  fober  and  unbiafi: 
Judges  (hall  plcafe  to  call  it)  which  has  been  fo  much  talkt  of,and 
varioufly  reported. 

Mod  true  it  is,  though  the  fenfe  of  the  bloodv  crime  that  he  had 
been  concerted  in,  did  (in  fpight  of  all  the  Popilh  Docirineshe  had 
imbib'd^)  work  fuch  Convictions  now  on  Mr.  France  his  awakned 
Go'nfcience,as  to  make  this  real  Confeflron ;  yet  by  the  horror  there- 
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of,  the  danger  his  life  was  in,  the  apparent  hazard  of  being  utterly 
tindbne,  together  with  a  certain  refpecl;  which  he  ftill  bore  towards 
that  Religion  he  had  been  bred  in,  and  other  felSQi  Confiderad- 
ons,  he  was  once,:or  avoidingfas  he  then  conceived)  thefe  dangers, 
betray'd  by  humane  irailty  fo  iar  to  retracl  by  word  of  mouth, 
what  he  had  before  molt  truly  confefled  upon  Oath,  as  to  fay  be- 
fore the  Kino  and  Council, That  be  -was  innocent,  and  they  all  (mean- 
ing the  reft  accufedj  were  innocent  \  and  that  was  the  fubftance  ot 
all  he  then  and  there  declared  in  that  kind:  For  which  he  humbly 
begs  pardon  of  God,  his  Majefty,  that  Honourable  Board,  and 
the  World.  And  though  he  dare  not  go  about  to  excufe  the  fa  ire 
wholly,  yet  there  are  feveral  Circumftances  that  much  alleviate 
it,  and  render  it  infignificant  to  invalidate  what  he  had  before 
truly  fet  forth.     For, 

i.  What  he  before  declared  concerning  the  Murther  in  manner 
before  herein  fet  forth,  was  folemnly  upon  Oath  \  this  fuppofed 
Retractation  was  fuddenly  done  under  confternation  and  fear,  and 
not  upon  Oath. 

2.  He  was  at  that  time  under  certain  danger  of  his  life  if  he 
periifted  in  that  Confefllon,  for  he  had  no  pardon  granted,nor  any 
certainty  of  obtaining  the  fame. 

3.  If  he  mould  obtain  his  pardon,  he  confidered,  That  yet  his 
Life  would  be  ftill  in  danger  from  the  revengeful  and  bloody  Priefts 
and  Jefuits. 

4.  His  mind  was  forely  troubIed,as  with  all  thefe  dangers,fo  with 
this  further  apprehenilon,  That  if  he  mould  efcape  with  his  Life, 
yet  by  this  difcovery  he  mould  lofe  his  livelihood,  and  in  all  hu- 
mane probability  both  he  and  all  his  Family  be  utterly  undone;  for 
as  he  was  the  Queens  Servant,  and  that  his  Trade  and  fubflftence 
chiefly,  or  indeed  wholly  depended  on  Her  Majefties  Cuftoai, 
("which  was  certain  and  confiderable)  and  that  of  other  fLoman 
Catholicks-,  foit  was  not  to  be  doubted  but  the  moft  crafty  and 
implacable  Priefts  would  foon  ufe  means  by  falfe  Reprefentations 
and  fcandal,  to  deprive  him  thereof  if  he  proceeded  in  this  detection. 

«$.  He  retained  ftill  a  certain  refpeft  to  the  Popifh  Religion  in 
which  he  had  fo  long  been  educated  ;  for  he  had  not  yet  intirely 
got  his  foul  out  of  that  fnare,  and  therefore  he  did  then  conceive, 
being  fwayed  by  fuch  powerful  Inducements, That  he  niight  law- 
fully fay,  He  was  innocent,  and  fo  they  were  All ;  which  in  Po- 
pilh  conftruction  is  not  to  deny  that  they  killed  Sif  Edmundbury 
Godfry  for  that  according  to  their  Divinity ,and  what  thefaid  Priefts 
had  folemnly  declared,was  no  fin  or  crime,  and  confeqliently  they 
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mi^ht  all  in  fuch  their  Catholick  fenfe  full  be  innocent ;  yet  this 
he  mu ft  acknowledg  he  fomewhat  doubted,  becaufe  he  had  never 
been  at  Confeffion,  and  received  AbfoIution,fince  the  Faci:  commit- 
ted,which  all  the  re  ft  (as  fome  of  themfelves  had  declar'd)had  done, 
and  fo  might  more  peremptorily  perfift  (as  they  didj  in  averring 
themfelve?  to  be  innocent  •,&  he  docs  ingenuoufly  declare,That  had 
he  received  Abfolution,'tis  his  fear  he  fhould  never,or  not  without 
extream  difficulty  have  been  brought  to  any  acknowledgment. 

Thefe  Circumftances,  together  with  a  great  diftemper  of  body 
contracted  by  the  incommoditics  of  Confinement,  want  of  Air, 
&c.  occafion'd  that  fudden  revolt  of  his  reafon  and  duty  under 
that  perplexity  of  fpirit  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  had  done  it,Confcience 
flew  in  his  face,  and  would  no  longer  be  laid  afleep  with  any  de- 
lufive  Popiffi  charms;  when  he  began  to  recolleft  himfelf,the  power 
of  Truth  difperfed  all  thefe  temptations  of  lntereft,fear  and  fuper- 
ftition.  If  it  were  true,  that  he  might  hazard  his  Life  and  lofe  his 
Trade,  if  he  did  perfift:  in  the  Confeffion  ot  the  Murther  \  it  was 
as  rrue,  and  he  found  it  by  experience,  that  he  ihould  never  have 
peace  of  Confcience  if  he  denied  it. 

And  therefore  he  was  no  fooner  return'd  from  the  King  and 
Council  to  Newgate  (which  coming  in  a  Coach  'tis  certain  was 
not  half  an  hourj  but  hemoft  earneftly  requefted  Capt  Richard  fan 
(\vho  had  been  with  him,and  heard  what  he  had  faid  that  morning) 
for  Gods  fake  to  go  back  and  affaire  the  King  and  that  Honourable 
Board  from  him,  That  the  firft  Confeffion  which  he  had  made  or^ 
Oath  was  true  in  all  Circumftances  \  and  that  whatfoever  he  had 
faid  before  them  that  morning  to  the  contrary,  was  occafion'd  only 
by  the  confternation,  fear,  and  perplexity  of  mind  he  was  under, 
which  the  Captain  immediately  did,  and  hath  fince  declared  the 
fame  upon  Oath. 

33.  The  next  day  he  grew  more  fick,infomuch  that  his  life  was 
defpaired  of,continuing  fo  for  about  a  week;during  this  ficknefs,  the 
Reverend  Dr. Lloid  Dean  of  Bangor,  was  charitably  pleafed  to  give 
him  a  Vifit,&  beftow'd  much  pains  withhimatfeveral  times,inftru- 
cnnghim  in  the  grounds  &  reafons  of  the  Proteftant  Religion^from 
whofe  pious  Admonitions  &  labours,by  the  Divine  bl effing, he  reap- 
ed much  benefit  for  the  comfort  and  feeling  of  his  perplexed  Soul, 
and  thinks  it  his  duty,  for  the  fame  publickly  to  return  him  his  hear- 
ty Thanks,Being  wholly  taken  off  from  the  Apoftatiz'd  bloody  Ro- 
man Church,  which  he  utterly  renounces,and  doth  freely,  cordially, 
and  intirely  embrace  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  therein  particu- 
cularly  fubmits  himfelf  to  the  Church  of  England,  refolving  (by 
Gods  Grace)  therein  to  live  and  die.  Atrer 


24.  After  Goi  hid  been  pleafed  to  reftore  in  fome  meafure  hi§ 
health,  having  given  .feveral  Initances  of  ftedfaftnefs  to  his  6rft 
Confeffion,  by  making  fome  further  Difcoveries  in  the  mean  time, 
he  was  again  carried  before  the  Kings  mod  Excellent  Majefty  and 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  and  there  being 
largely  re-examined,  repeated  his  former  Difcoveries,  agreeing  in 
all  Circumftances  $  and  then  his  Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
with  his  own  Royal  Lips  to  give  him  ailiirance  of  his  Gracious 
Pardon,  and  foon  after  the  fame  was  perfected  in  due  Form  of 
Law,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England.  For  which  with  deepeft 
fenfe  of  humility  and  gratitude,  he  declared  himfelf  .ever  ready  to 

!>ay  moft  hearty  thanks  in  all  obfervance  and  duty,  defiring  no 
onger  to  enjoy  that  life  which  he  holds  by  his  Royal  Favour,  than 
he  fhall  upon  all  occafions  imploy  it  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Capacity 
in  hisMajefties.fervice,  for  thefafety  of  hisfacred  life,  the  welfare 
of  his  Kingdoms,  and  the  intcreft  of  the  true  Proteftant  Religion. 

But  whereas  by  Popifh  Adverfaries  there  have  been  feveral  falfe 
and  fcandalous  Reports  inyented  and  fpread  abroad,  that  he  was 
rackt  or  tortured  in  Newgate,  and  with  harfh  ufages  forced  to  con- 
fefs  what  he  did  touching  the  Treafons  and  Murther  aforefaid,  he 
does  declare  the  feme  are  wholly  falfe,  and  that  on  the  contrary  he 
did  the  fame  freely-within  two  days  after  he  was  brought  in  there, 
and  that  he  received  feveral  Civilities  from  Captain  Richardfon  du- 
ring his  Confinement  under  his  Cuftody. 

And  he  does  proteft  in  the  prefence  of  God,  the  fearcher  of 
hearts,  before  whofe  juft  and  dreadful  Tribunal  we  muft  all  appear, 
that  as  to  the  whole  Difcovery  and  Evidence  he  hath  given,  he 
hath  hot  therein  been  byafs'd  with  any  malice  or  finifter  ends,  nor 
done  any  wrong  to  any  of  the  perfons  accufed  5  but  fhall  conclude 
this  impartial  Account  of  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfreys  Murther,  with 
his  mo't  hearty  prayers,  That  as  he  hath  obtained  the  Kings  Majefty  s 
Gracious  Far  don  here  on  Earthy  for  his  heinous  Crime  in  being  fo  Ac- 
ceffary  to  the  Death  of  that  innocent  worthy  Gentleman,  fo  on  fincere 
Repentance,  and  through  the  only  Merits  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  he  may  for 
the  fame  receive  forgivenefs  from  the  King  of  Kings  in  the  World  to 
come: 
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The  TPopifh  (^on/piracy  to  Murther  the  %ight  Honoura- 
ble the  Earl  of  Shaftsbury,  and  fome  other  Contri~ 
vances  after  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey's  Death. 


AFTER  the  Murther  of  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey,  and  fome  far- 
ther difcovery  of  the  Plot,  there  was  no  perfon  (next  to  his 
facred  Majefty)  againft  whom  the  malice  of  thefe  Popilh  Confpi- 
rators  was  more  directly  levelled,  than  at  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Earl  of  Shaflsbury,  as  knowing  that  till  fo  able  a  Statefman,  and 
vigilant  and  active  a  Patriot,  firm  to  the  true  Intereft  of  his  Kiri<* 
and  Country,  and  zealous  for  the  prefervanon  of  the  Proteftant 
Religion,  was  taken  out  of  the  way,  their  curfed  Machinations 
would  be  fruftrated,  and  their  wicked  defigns  be  rendred  ineffe- 
ctual. And  therefore  they  not  only  by  their  Emiflaries  and  Abet- 
ters, both  formerly  and  ot  late,  had  endeavoured  to  afperfe  his 
Honour,  but  alfo  entred  into  a  formal  Confpiracy  and  Refolution 
to  murther  him,  and  engaged  feveral  barbarous  Villains  to  doit$ 
though  by  the  Providence  of  Heaven  over. his  Noble  Perfon,  and 
a  timely  difcovery,  happily  prevented. 

i.  About  five  weeks  More  William  Staley  (lately  Executed  for 
Treafon)  was  apprehended,  Mr.  Prance  was  with  one  Mv.Meffin- 
ger  (Gentleman  of  the  Horfe  to  the  Lord  Arundel  of  Warder,  and 
formerly  named  in  this  Narrative  for  a  Defign  to  Murther  his  fa- 
cred Majefty)  one  Proffer  a  Silver-fmith,  and  one  Mattefon  a  Bar- 
ber then  living  in  Holboum,  all  rank  defperate  Papifts,  at  Mr.  Brad- 
leys  an  Alehoufe  in  Holboum  5  where  the  faid  Mr.  Mefjinger  grie- 
voufly  complained  of  the  feverity  of  the  Laws  that  were  againft 
the  Roman  Catholic  fa  expreffing  his  apprehenftons  that  they  would 
now  be  rigoroufly  put  in  Execution  againft  them,   by  fome  that 
were  not  lovers  of  their  party,  and  particularly  he  named  the  Earl 
of  Shaftsbury  as  one  of  their  moft  dangerous  Enemies,  and  who 
did  moft  concern  himfelf  about  them,  and  in  difcoverins  the  Plot, 
and  therefore  lie  (aid,  There  muft  be  fome  effectual  means  ufed  to 
rid  him  out  of  the  world,  and  declared  that  it  was  already  refol- 
ved  on. 

2.  That  about  a  Fortnight,  or  near  thereabouts,  before  the  laid 
Staley  s  Apprehenfion,  he  was  in  Company  with  the  faid  Staley^ 

and 


Gfrl 

and  the  faid  Mattefon,  at  the  Crofs-Keys  Tavern  over  againft  Mr* 
Stale/ s  Fathers  Houfe,  where  in  difcourfe  they  were  complaining 
of  the  great  Afflictions  the  Catholicks  lay  under,  and  what  fevere 
Ufages  they  muft  further  expeci,  if  once  this  Plot  fhould  come  to 
be  believed,  and  be  made  out  againft  them  $  and  thereupon  the 
faid  Mattefon  faid,  That  if  they  did  not  take  fome  fpeedy  courfe  to 
deftroy  fome  particular  perfons  that  were  their  molt  active  Ene- 
mies, they  (meaning  the  Roman  Catholicks  in  general)  fhould  be 
ruined ;  and  therefore  in  the  firft  place  (faid  he)  we  refolve  to  kill 
my  Lord  Shaft  sbury,  (whom  he  then  called,  The  Ring-leader  of  the 
mlfchief  which  they  feared  would  fall  upon  them : )  And  further,  the 
faid  Mattefon  faid,  That  he  would  engage  three  more  to  aflift  in 
that  work  of  killing  the  faid  Earl,  whofe  Names  he  then  and  there 
declared  5  that  is  to  fay,  one  Adamfon  a  Watch-maker,  and  the  faid 
Proffer ;  and  one  Br adj haw  an  Uphohcerer. 

3.  That  fome  fhort  time  after  the  faid  Mattefon  came  to  Mr. 
Price's  Shop,  and  pulled  a  Piftol  out  of  his  Pocket,  faying,  This 
fhall  do  Shaftsbury'i  bufinefs$  declaring  he  had  provided  the  fame 
on  purpofe  for  killing  the  faid  Earl. 

4.  That  afterwards  Mr.  Prance  met  with  the  before- named  Adam- 
fon at  Mr.  Pedleys  at  the  White  Polls  in  Vere-ftreet  5  where  difcour- 
fing  of  News,  Adamfon  faid,  That  the  Catholicks  would  be  all  un- 
done, if  they  did  not  look  about  them,  and  therefore  they  were 
refolved  to  kill  the  Lord  Shaft  sbury :  Againft  whom,  upon  all  occa- 
fions  or  mention,  both  he  and  the  other  Perfons  before  nomina- 
ted, exprefled  the  utmoft  mal  ce  and  hatred  imaginable,  as  being, 
they  faid,  moft  likely  to  obftrudt  and  fruftrate  their  Defigns  i  Like- 
wife  the  faid  Adamfon  another  time,  not  long  after,  did  again  ex- 
prefs  fuch  Defign  to  murther  the  faid  Lord,  and  then  owned  that 
he  himfelf  in  particular  was  engaged  therein,  and  would  kill  him 
as  foon  as  he  could  get  an  opportunity :  which  words  were  by  him 
uttered  at  the  Sign  of  the  Gridiron  an  Alehoufe  in  Holboum. 

5.  About  the  fame  time  the  before-named  Proffer  coming  to 
Mr.  Prance's  Shop,  did  likewife  tell  him,  That  he  did  refolve  to  kill 
the  Lord  Shaft sbury \  and  affigned  this  reafon  or  provocation  which 
incited  him  thereunto,  vi^  For  that  he  the  faid  Earl  c/Shaftsbury 
and  fome  other  Proteftant  Lords,  did  intend,  to  mine  the  Lord  Arundel 
of  Warder,  on  the  account  of  the  Plot,  which  Lord  Arundel  (as  he 
faid)  was  his  the  faid  Proffer's  very  good  Cuftomer  andBehefatlor.  And 
alfo  the  faid  Proffer  did,  at  Mr.  Bradley 's  Houfe  in  Holboum,  declare," 
that  he  was  to  be  an  Enfign  under  the  faid  Lord  ArunM  in  the* 

Forces 


Forces  which  were  to  have  been  raifed  by  the  Confpirators,  for  the 
fubverfion  of  the  Government  and  Extirpation  of  the  Proteftant 
Religion. 

6.  That  the  before-named  Bradjbaw,  about  the  fame  time,  vi%. 
the  firft  or  fecond  Week  of  November,  came  to  Mr.  Prance's  Shop 
one  day,  and  in  difcourfe  did  fay,  That  he  would  make  no  more 
to  kill  a  Proteftant  than  to  kill  a  Dog  or  a  Cat,  which  he  pro- 
nounced  with  a  great  deal  of  vehemency  and  earneftnefs,  and  faid 
moreover,  That  he  was  refolved  to  diipatch  fome  of  thofe  bufie 
heretical  Lords,  but  the  firft  fhould  be  the  Lord  Shaft sbury :  and 
likewife  the  faid  Bradjbaw  pulled  out  a  Pifto),  and  fhewed  the  fame 
in  the  faid  Shop,  declaring  that  he  had  prepared  the  fame  to  do 
the  faid  Execution  therewith. 

7.  That  the  faid  Brad/harp  is  a  violent  cruel  Papift,  of  moft  dan- 
gerous Principles,  and  fit  to  be  employed  in  fuch  aflaflinating 
bloody  Attempts,  appears  by  this  Inftance,  That  about  three  years 
ago  being  with  fome  Company  in  a  Shop  in  Dukes-flreet,  difcour- 
fmg,  and  feeing  a  little  Child  pafling  by,  he  voluntarily  faid,  that 
he  would  make  no  more  to  kill  that  heretical  Child  than  to  kill  a 
Dog. 

8.  That  another  time  the  before-named  Proffer,  at  Mr.  Bradley's 
Houfe  in  Holboum,  did  declare,  That  the  before-mentioned  Mr. 
Meffmger  (Gentleman  of  the  Horfe  to  the  Lord  Arundel  of  Warder) 
was  the  perfon  that  principally  promoted  the  killing  of  the  Lord 
Shaftsbwy,  and  that  he  himfelf  was  engaged  therein,  and  did  not 
doubt  but  in  ftiort  time  to  get  an  opportunity  to  eflfe<5t  the  fame. 

p.  That  Mr.  Henry  Nevil  is  very  intimate  with  the  before-men- 
tioned Proffer,  and  hath  for  a  long  time  been  aiding  and  affifting 
to  him,  and  doth  hold  a  Correfpondence  with  the  Lords  in  the 
Tower,  and  with  fome  perfons  at  Rome,  fending  Lettes  duly  thither, 
and  receiving  great  Pacquets  back  again  from  thence  very  fre- 
quently 5  and  that  one  of  his  Servants  having  feveral  of  the  faid 
Letters  in  his  Trunk,  the  faid  Mr.  Nevil  about  la  ft  cau- 

fed  the  faid  Trunk  to  be  broke  open  (the  Fellow  being  then  in  the 
Country)  and  took  away  the  faid  Papers,  to  prevent  any  Difco- 
very  that  might  be  made  thereby. 

10.  That  Mr.  Richard  Nevil,  Nephew  to  the  faid  Hemy  Nevil, 
did  maintain  a  Correfpondence  with  the  Lords  in  the  Tower  in  a 
very  fufpicious  manner,  viz.  Drafting  himfelf  in  a  Coach-mans 
Habit,  he  drove  his  own  Coach,  wherein  rede  his  Coachman  in 
the  Equipage  of  a  Gentleman,  and  taking  upen  him  the  Name 

of 


of  Squire  Duck,-  who  being  come  to  the  Tower,  this  pretend- 
Squire  Duck  commanded  the  difguifed  Coach-man  (who  was 
his  real  Mafter)  to  go  in  to  the  Lords,  and  prefent  his  molt 
Humble  Service  to  them,  and  to  tell  them  that  he  came  as 
nigh  them  as  he  could,  and  fhould  be  mod  glad  to  hear  of 
their  good  healths ;  in  which  difguife  the  faid  Nevil  went  up  to 
their  Lordfnips  Lodging,  and  itayed  with  them  a  confide- 
rabje  time,  whilll  the  true  Coach-man  remained  in  the 
Coach.  But  foon  afterwards  the  faid  Duck,  was  removed 
from  that  Imploy  of  Coach-man,  and  fent  away  into  the 
Country  $  for  fear,  as  is  mod  probable,  that  he  Ihould  difcover 
this  and  other  the  like  Actions  of  the  faid  two  Gentlemen  $  this 
Relation  came  from  the  faid  Coach-mans  own  Mouth. 

11.  That  in  the  Month  of  OSlober  laft  Mr^  ranee  met 
with  one  Mr.  Cozee?i,  a  French  Papift,  and  by  Trade  a  Taylor, 
who  walking  together  in  Covent-Garden,  and  difcourfing  of 
News  ^  Tiie  faid  Cozeen  faid,  that  the  King  and  Parliament 
defigned  to  undo  us,  (meaning  the  Romanifts)  but,  faid  he,  If 
I  were  to  kill  a  man,  I  would  kill  the  King  as  foon  as  any  man, 
and  if  we  had  him  in  France  we  would  have  kilPd  him  before 
now  5  intending  thereby,  as  he  underftoodhim,andasthe  Natu- 
ral fenfe  of  that  Expreifion  imports,  to  magnify  the  Courage 
and  Zeal  of  their  Fre^rA  Papifts,  and  how  ready  they  would 
be  to  kill  their  King,  if  he  were  of  another  Religion,  which 
he  propofed  as  an  Example  that  he  would  have  Englilh  Roman 
Catholicks  to  imitate;  and  another  time,  not  long  after,  the 
faid  Cjzeen  fpake  the  fame  words,  or  to  the  very  fame  effecl: 
in  Prances  Shop. 


4  Brief 
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V^IEF     T>  ET  E  CT1  0  ^ 

OF 

The  Immoral  behaviour ,  Cruel  Exprefjions ,  and 
Vile  Tra&ifes  of fever al  other  Topijh  Triefls 
with  wjmi  M.  P.  hath  been  acquainted. 


HAving  thus  faithfully  and  impartially  made  a  candid 
Difcovery  of  the  feveral  Traiterous  and  Bloody  Intrigues 
carried  on  by  the  Papifts,  herein  before  fet  forth,  we 
(hall  thereunto  add  a  fhort  Account  of  the  Manners  of  divers 
Romijh  Priefts,  with  whom  M  Prance  hath  had  Converfation  5 
which  he  does  proteft  to  do,  not  out  of  any  malice  to  their 
Perfons,  but  out  of  deteftation  to  their  dangerous  Principles 
and  lewd  Pradtifes,  and  more  efpecially  that  others  whom 
Education  or  crafty  Infinuations  have  brought  up  in,  or  in- 
veigled to  the  Romijh  Communion,  may  reflect  and  confider 
what  kind  of  people  they  are  whom  they  blindly  follow,  and 
thereby  be  awakened  toforfake  fuch  wicked  and  beaftly  Guides, 
and  no  longer  be  led  aftray  by  them,  to  the  difhonour  of 
God,  fcandal  of  Chriftian  Religion  which  they  pretend  to 

Erofefs,  difturbance  of  Government,  danger  of  their  Neigh- 
ours,  and  hazard  of  their  own  Souls; 

1.  Amongft  many  other  Priefts  he  had  a  particular  ac- 
quaintance with  one  Mr.  Matthews,   that  was  Prieft  to  the 
Lord  Peters,  who  was  a  very  bitter  Enemy  to  all  Proteftants, 
and  hath  feveral  times  faid,  That  they  ( meaning  the  Prote- 
ftants) 


ftants  )  were  all  certainly  and  infallibly  damnd,  and  that  it  was 
impojjible  for  a  Soul  of  them  to  be  faved  5  further  adding,  that 
to  kill  any  of  them  was  no  fin,  efpecially  if  it  were  for  the  inter efl 
of  the  Churchy  and  the  like  wicked  and  cruel  Expreflions :  He 
alfo  in  or  about  the  Month  of  Auguft  laft,  faid,  That  his  Lord 
and  the  Lord  Bella/is,  with  fome  other  Catholick  Lords,  would 
e're  long  have  a  good  Army  on  foot,  and  that  all  the  Devils 
in  Hell  could  not  prevent  it,  but  the  Catholick  Religion  would 
quickly  be  fettled  in  England.  We  may  believe  him,  that  the 
Devils  would  not  prevent  or  hinder  it,  fince  it  was  fo  much 
their  Intereft  to  have  it  eftablifht,  efpecially  by  fuch  bloody 
and  hellifh  means  as  the  Confpirators  were  refolved  to  make 
life  of  for  that  purpofe  3  but  God  has  hitherto,  and  we  hope 
will  dill,  be  graciouily  pleafed  to  prevent  their  Defigns.  This 
Gentleman  was  a  great  Dealer  in  Reliques  and  Agnus  Deis, 
and  hath  cheated  divers  ignorant  devout  people  (as  hath 
been  credibly  reported )  of  confiderable  Sums  of  Money  for 
fuch  Trumpery.  He  hath  oftentimes,  with  much  reverence 
and  ceremony,  as  killing  them,  isc .  fhewed  M.  Prance  feveral 
pieces  of  Bones,  which  he  faid  were  the  Bones  of  fuch 
and  fuch  He-and-She  Saints,  whofe  Names  he  had  at  his 
Tongues  end,  and  attributed  moft  wonderful  Vermes  to 
them  3  for  lie  hath  affirmed,  That  they  being  worn  about 
one,  would  keep  the  Devil  from  one,  fo  that  not  only  he  fhould 
have  no  power  to  hurt  ones  Perfon,  but  not  fo  much  as  to 
tempt  thofe  to  lin  that  carried  them  about  them :  That  in  a 
Temped  they  would  preferve  one  from  drowning,  and  if  an 
Houfe  were  on  Fire,  if  you  caft  in  one  of  them,  the  fame 
would  prefently  flop  the  Fire,  <tsc.  But  as  to  the  laft  it  is  appa- 
rent, that  he  and  his  Brethren,  the  Popiih  Priefts  and  Jefuits, 
are  far  more  dexterous  Artifts  in  contriving  devices  to  burn 
down  Houfes,  than  to  quench  them  when  on  Fire. 

2.  There  was  oceafion  before  to  mention  one  Singleton  a 
Prieft,  that  declared,  He  would  make  no  more  to  flab  40  Par- 
liament men,  than  to  eat  his  Dinner  5  befides  his  Quality  of 
Prieft  he  was  alfo  a  kind  of  Solicitor  or  Broker  amongft  the 
Papifts,  making  it  his  bufinefs  to  get  other  Peoples  Money 
into  his  hands,  and  put  it  out  to  Ufe  5  in  which  Trade  he 

plaid 


plaid  the  Extortioner  mod  egregioufly,  for  all  that  lie  coul  J 
get  above  the  due  Intereft  of  6 1,  per  Cent,  being  to  be  put 
in  his  own  Pocket,  he  would  not  let  40  or  50/.  out  for  fix- 
Months,  but  he  would  have  40  s.  for  Procuration,  which 
mult  be  deducted  on  the  firft  iffuing  of  die  Monev,  and  vet 
the  full  Legal  Intereft  to  run  on  5  and  befides  he  always  would 
fill  up  the  Bond  himfelf;  and  for  that  bufinefs,  (for  which  no 
Scrivener  ever  asked  above  1 2  d)  he  would  make  the  poor  peo- 
ple pay  five  Shillings :  Thefe  Pra&ifes  of  his  M.  Prance  can 
affirm  on  his  own  knowledge  5  and  there  arc  divers  who  have 
dealt  with  him  on  thefe  terms  who  can  teftifie  the  fame  5  and 
yet  this  Ghoftly  Father  was  a  great  Preacher  againft  Cove- 
toufnefs  and  Ufury  $  but  it  feems  he  meant  only  in  others, 
not  himfelf :  For  in  other  Cafes  likewife  he  allowed  himfelf 
the  Lke  Priviledges,  for  he  would  frequently  be  Drunk,  and 
ftay  out  till  one  or  two  of  the  Clock  in  the  Morning ,  or 
after,  and  yet  go  the  fame  Forenoon  to  fay  Mafs,  and  confe- 
quently  received  the  Sacrament,  which  they  teach  the  Peo- 
ple muft  in  no  wife  be  done,  unlefs  the  party  be  ftri&ly  fall- 
ing. 

3.  Mr.  By  fleet  and  DocStor  Guilding,  two  Priefts,  have  (e- 
verally  declared  in  Mr.  Hall  the  Cook's  Houfe,  and  divers 
other  places,  That  they  reflectively  had  turned  feveral  Peo- 
ple from  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  reconciled  them  to  the 
Church  of  Rome,  in  the  City  of  Lo?idon,  and  that  they  ho- 
ped they  ihould  turn  many  more.  They  were  both  Perfons 
of  a  very  vitious  Converfation,  but  flily  carried  it.  By  fleet 
was  a  mighty  magnifier  of  the  Vermes  and  Neceffity  of  Fart- 
ing to  other  People  in  Lent,  Embei-days ,  isc.  but  as  for 
himfelf,  could  frequently,  as  is  well  known,  difpenfe  with  fix 
Penny-worth  of  Victuals,  and  a  Quart  or  two  of  Ale,  all  alone 
for  a  Breakfaft  or  Supper  on  the  fame  days  in  his  Chamber. 
As  for  Doctor  Guilding,  he  was  his  Coufin,  and  (they  faid) 
had  read  Philofophy  many  years  at  Doway,  but  very  much 
forgot  his  Ethicks  in  England,  being  fo  filthily  addicted  to 
lewd  Women,  that  one  could  not  But  conclude  he  received 
his  Ordination  from  Pope  Joa?t,  or  fome  of  her  fulfom  Sue- 
ceflfors. 

Thefe 


Thefe  cwolaft  named,  and  Singleton,  were  moll  frequently  at 
Mr.  Hall  the  Cook's  honfe  in  Ivy  Lane,  and  there  they  dined,  and 
Mr.  Trance  does  verily  beleive,that  thofe  many  Popijh  Books  being 
above  a  Cart=load  and  an  half,  with  the  Priejls  Veftments,  Beads, 
Images,  and  other  fuperftitious  Trumpery,  which  were  lately 
found  therein  Searching  of  his  Houie,  did  belong  to  them;  And  the 
faid  Hall  (as  he  likewife  believes)  does  know  where  they  are,  or 
were,(ince  they  abfeonded  themfelves :  for  which  fufpicion  there 
are  thefe  two  grounds.     Firft,  Becaufe  whenever  about  Novem- 
ber or  December  laft,  he  came  to  fpeak  with  Singleton  or  either  of  the 
others  ;  he  the  laid  Hall  undertook  to  take  his  bufinefs,  and  mull 
needs  deliver  it  to  Singleton-,  becaufe  when  he  called  again  he  fail'd 
not  to  give  M.  P.  an  Account  of  it  from  him  ;  Secondly,  Becaufe 
Mr.  Hodden  Servant  to  Doctor  Parrot,  the  Superior  of  Secular 
Priefts  told  him, That  always  when  he  came  with  Money  to  be 
distributed  for  Mafles  for  the  Dead,  Hall  took  the  money  that  was 
defigned  for  Singleton,  and  conveyed  it  to  him.     The  meaning  of 
which  is  thus,  When  any  Roman  Catholick  dies, \is  probable  there  is 
aPrieft(fometimes  two  or  three)  by  him,who  never  fail  to  put  him 
in  mind,  and  frighten  him  with  the  pains  of  Purgatory,  and  of  the 
Virtues  of  Mafles  faid  to  eafe  and  deliver  them  from  the  fame  Co 
much  the  fooner,  fo  that  being  therewith  terrified,  If  he  be  a  Per- 
fbn  of  any  confiderable  Quality  or  Eftate,  it  feldome  happens  but 
he  leaves  fomuch  money  to  pray  his  Soul  out  of  Purgatory,  then 
this  money  is  paid  in  to  the  Superior,  who  thereupon  according 
to  the  Sum,fends  to  fo  many  Priefts  fo  many  (hillings  a  piece,  for 
which  they  are  each  to  fay  fo  many  Mafles  for  the  deceafed  ,  the 
Common  price  of  Mumbling  over  a  Mafs  being  accounted  12  d. 
And  as  for  this  Doctor  Parrot,  who  is,  or  lately  was  the  Head  of 
all  this  fort  of  Priefts  in  England,  'tis  very  credibly  informed, That 
he  hath  been  feen  in  Bed  with  a  Whore,  by  the  faid  Mr.  Hadden 
his  Servant, who  told  the  fame  to  Mr.  Prance. 

4.  But  as  whoring  is  counted  but  a  Venial  Sin  by  Papitts  in  ge- 
neral; fo  amongft  them  fcarce  any  are  more  devoted  thereunto 
than  their  Ghoftly  Fathers,  who  rail  fo  loud  at  the  Protestant  Clergy 
for  having  honeft  Wives  of  their  own.  About  3  years  ago  one 
I\elly  an  Irifh  Pried,  (a  Kinfman  to  the  before  named  Dominick 
K^elly,  concerned  in  the  Murther  of  Sir  Edmund- bury*Godfrey  )  being 
juft  Arrived  from  France  or  Flanders,  was  brought  to  lodge  at  Mr. 
Prance' shouk,  and  the  very  firft  Night,  the  maid  going  up  with 
him  to  warm  his  Bed,  he  began  to  ufe  fome  Incivilities,  which 
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fhe  modeftly  oppofing,  he  proceeded  toufe  violence,  and  would 
have  Ravifht  her,  infomuch  that  (lie  cryed  out,  and  Mr.  Trance's 
Wife  haftning  up  Stairs,  and  perceiving  his  rudehefs,  being  af- 
frighted run  down  again,  fearing  he  would  have  done  her  fome 
mifchief,  and  called  in  fome  Neighbours,  who  immediately  com- 
ing in,caufed  him  to  defift:  for  which  M.  T.  Wife  would  prefently 
have  turn'd  him  out  of  doors,  but  it  being  late  in  the  Night,  and 
he  wholly  a  Stranger  in  the  Town  ;  He  would  not  (though  he 
were  a  Rogue)  be  fo  inhofpitable  to  him  •>  but  fufFered  him  to 
Hay  till  morning  ;  However  they  were  obliged  to  burn  Candle 
all  Ni°h::  for  fear  in  Revenge  he  mould  do  them  a  Mifchief. 


5.  One  Vowdd  being  Colonel  Talbot's  Priefl  at  Twitnamy  fome 
few  years  ago,  and  under  that  Quality  much  Entrufted,  ftole 
and  run  away  with  the  Chalice,  Crewet,  Bafon,  Rich  Copes,  Ve» 
ftiments,  Surplices  and  other  Sacred  Gear,  provided  for  him  to  of- 
ficiate the  Mafs  with,  and  being  wholly  a  Stranger,  expofed  the 
Bafon  and  Crewet  to  Sale  at  Mr.  Trance's  Shop,who  fairly  and  at 
a  valuable  price  bought  the  lame  ,  The  Priefl:  having  received 
his  money,invited  him  into  a  Tavern,and  afterwards  agreed,That 
he  fhould  come  next  day  to  his  Lodging  in  White-Fryers,  and  lee 
the  Veftments,  L  innen  and  other  things;  which  he  did  and  offered 
him  8  /.  but  he  would  not  take  under  iz  or  15  /.  However  he 
would  go  again  todrink,and  ac  laft  walkt  with  Mr.  Trance  home, 
who  leaving  him  in  a  Parlour,where  there  was  a  little  Girl  of  a- 
bout  6  years  of  Age,  whii'ft  he  went  to  attend  fome  Cuftomers 
in  the  Shop,  this  Goatifh  Prieft  began  to  play  the  Villain  with  the 
Child,  and  would  have  lpoil'd  her,  (had  (he  not  cry'd  out)  with 
his  impudent  Rudenels,  which  made  him  run  into  fee  what  was 
the  matter  and  occafioned  the  other  to  haften  away,and  prefently 
fliifted  his  Lodging  :  for  going  next  day  to  look  after  him  he  was 
gone,  out  of  fear  (as  is  fuppofed)  of  being  apprehended  for  the 
Robbery  5  of  which  yet  there  was  no  great  danger ;  For  though 
within  a  day  or  two  Mr.  Trance  heard  of  the  Robbery,  by  one  that 
was  a  Servant  to  the  Colonel,  yet  fuch  was  the  faid  Colonel's  ex- 
treme Zeal,  and  fo  prevalent  above  the  Refentment  of  his  lofs, 
that  (as  he  was  by  that  Servant  alTured)  as  foon  as  he  difcovered 
what  their  Prieft  had  done,  he  called  all  his  People  together,  and 
did  folemnly  charge  them  not  to  fpeak  thereof  to  any  Perfon,be- 
caufe  if  known, it  would  be  a  foul  fcandal  to  their  Religion  :  Ad- 
ding that  if  he  found  any  ©f  chem  fhould  utter  a  word  of  it  he 
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would  run  them  through  ;  A  Seal  of  Secrefy,(when  one's  life  lie* 
at  Stake)  almoft  as  firm  as  that  of  Confeffion. 

About  4  years  ago  there  was  one  Mr.  Thomas  Shecpherd  a  perlon 
related  to  Mr.  Trance,  who  being  Sick,  fent  to  him  to  procure  a 
fiomifi  Pried  to  come  to  him,  Mr.  Trance  much  wondered  at  his 
delire,  as  having  always  accounted  him  a  Proteftant,  however  it 
being  his  Requeft,  and  underftanding  he  was  very  ill, and  not  like- 
ly to  Live,  he  did  endeavour  to  get  one.     And  thereupon  repair- 
ed to  doctor  Hanfon  a  Carmelite,at  Wild  Houfe,  one  of  their  Supe- 
riours,  who  directed  him  to  Doctor  Clement  Mutus,  a  Benedictin 
Monk  belonging  to  the  SpaniJJ?  Ambafladour  ,  but  lodging  then 
at  one  Ireland's  a  Tobaconift  in  Vereslreet.    Having  told  him  the 
Story,  and  what  a  work  of  Charity  it  would  be  to  fave  a  Soul,  he 
readily  condefcended  to  go,  and  did  give  the  man  what  advice  he 
thought  fit,  Cfc.  But  the  Sick  party  being  very  Poor  did  not  give 
him  any  money,  which  as  appears  he  expected  ;  for  next  day  the 
Man  growing  ftill  weaker,  fent  to  defire  the  fame  Prieft  again,  to 
which  purpofe  Mr.  Trance  went  to  requeft  his  Company,  But  here 
truly  found  the  old  Proverb  verified,    No  penny  no  Tater-Nofterfot 
this  charitable  Father  told  him  No,  he  would  not,for  he  gave  him 
nothing  yefterday.  Mr.  Trance  urged  that  fo  good  a  work  as  to 
reduce  a  dying  Heretick  to  the  Church  would  reward  it  felf,  and 
be  meritorious.     He  reply'd,  he  loved  a  Reward  in  hand,  for  all 
that  of  the  other  World  ;  for  ((aid  he)  they  get  Heaven  by  us,  audibly 
jhould  not  we  get  money  hy  them :  The  other  infilled ,    that  the 
man  was  very  Poor,  and  had  it  not,  and  that  he  hoped  he  would 
not  fuffer  his  Soul  to  be  loft  ;  Let  his  Soul,  quoth  he,do  as  it  will, 
lam  refolved  not  to  go  to  any  twice  that  do  not  pay  me  ;  And 
fo  by  no  Intreaties  could  be  induced  to  ftir;  but  the  poor  man  foon 
after  dyed*  So  fordidly  covetuous  are  thefe  People,  and  notwith* 
ftanding  all  their  pretences,  have  really  fo  little  Regard  to  the 
Salvation  of  Men,  that  they  would  fuffer  a  Soul  to  perifh  Eternal- 
ly(asthey  fay  all  do,  that  dye  out  of  their  Church's  Communion) 
unlefs  they  can  get  money,  by  faving  it,  if  indeed  (as  they  impu- 
dently pretend)  it  lay  in  their  power. 

There  is  another  Prieft  that  did  likewife  pretend  to  belong  to 
the  SpaniJJ?  Ambafladour,  his  name  is  Collins,  who  'tis  faid  is  notir 
inCuftody  When  His  Majeftie'sProclamation  came  out  fome  years 
agOjCommanding  away  all  Priefts  (but  fiich  as  were  allowed)  And 
that  none  of  his  Subjects  mould  go  to  hear  Mafs,  this  zealous  Fa* 
ther  got  up  on  the  leads  of  Somerfet*Houfe7  and  there  held  his  Con- 
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venticle,  and  faid  Mafs,  having  a  great  Conccurie  of  people  that 
followed  him  •  yet  this  precious  Saint,  when  a  young  Wench  has 
come  to  him  to  Confeflion,  hath  been  feen  to  gee  her  between  his 
Lcggs,  and  (o  clolely  hugg,  and  kiis  her  many  times  over,  as  if  it 
had  been  part  of  her  Penance  to  be  moft  filthily  lmiggled.  He 
was  a  common  frequenter  of  Bawdy-Hoiiies,  and  has  been  ob- 
ferved  many  times  to  come  drunk  out  of  fuch  lewd  places,ia  (ucfc 
filthy  pollutes  as 'tis  a  fhame  here  to  relate. 

There  is  alio  one  Davenport  a  Friar,  but  of  what  Order,  Mr. 
France  does  not  remember,  who  calls  himfelf,  and  is  uiiially 
ftyled,  Captain  Davenport.  He  is  a  kind  of  ftrowling,  wandring 
Prieft  that  rides  up  nd  down  the  Countreys  ,  but  efpecially 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Cambridgjlnre,  Hie  of  Ely,zsrc.  where  he  does  abun- 
dance of  miichief  in  feducing  people  both  from  the  Proteftant 
Religion,  and  their  Allegiance  to  their  Soveraign  :  For  he  makes 
it  his  whole  builnefs  to  infinuate,  carry  News,  unfec  tie  weak 
heads,  abufe  the  Church  of  England  and  its  Minifters  and  After- 
ters,  magnifying  the  Holinefs,  Piety,  Charity,&?c.  of  F^ome,  and 
by  fuch  his  Arts  perverting  the  minds  of  many  ;  For  he  has  long 
followed  this  mifchievous  Practice,  never  conftant  in  any  place, 
but  always  in  motion  from  one  Gentleman's  houfe  to  another,and 
fometimes  amongft  people  of  mean  Condition,  to  fpread  his  poi- 
fon  the  further ;  As  if  he  defign'd  to  infect  the  whole  Countrey. 
He  is  no  doubt  a  very  dangerous  fellow,  and  no  longer  ago  than 
the  laft  Summer  was  Twelve-monech  ,  there  being  a  Chapter, 
(as  they  call  it,  that  is,  a  General  Convention)  of  Friars  held  in 
Somerjet-Houfe,  whither  many  reforted  both  from  beyond  the  Seas, 
and  all  Parts  of  this  Realm  ;  On  what  Deiign  (whether  to  carry 
on  the  Great  Work)  Mr.  France  knows  not,  But  hath  fome  reafon 
to  fufpecl:  it  was  for  no  good  purpofe  :  For  feeing  about  Twenty 
of  them  together,  amongft  the  reft  there  was  this  Captain  Daven- 
port, whom  he  then  heard  lay,  Tl?at  be  hoped  to  be  a  Captain  onceavain 
in  the  Catholic  Cauje,  before  he  dyed. 

There  is  one  'Bully,  a  Secular  Prieft,  who  formerly  did  belong 
to  a  French  AmbaiTador,but  of  late  his  Trade  has  been  to  run  about 
Hackneying  fotth  ofMaftes  for  Twelve-pence  apiece  at  private 
Houfes,  where  ever  he  can  get  Cuftcmers.  He  was  mighty  Uriel: 
in  his  teaching  (as  they  all  do)  «  That  people  muft  by  no  means 
Eat  or  Diink  a  drop  that  Morning  on  which  they  iniend  to  Re- 
ceive 
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ceive  the  Eucharifl:,before  they  come  to  Mafs,  becaufe  they  miifl 
receive  ftri6tly  Fafting  ;  Yet  hath  not  only  been  frequently  feeri 
in  his  road  to  Mr.  Taflons  in  Duke-Street  call  in  at  an  Ale-houfe, 
and  take  his  Pot  or  more  of  Ale,  and  fo  away  to  Mafs  5  (Now  a 
Priefl:  cannot  fay  Mafs,but  he  himfelf  mud  needs  receive.)  But  alfo 
he  has  been  known  at  play  at  Cards,  Tippling  in  Company,  and 
Drunk  after  One  a  Clock  in  the  Morning  at  Tedleys  at  the  White 
Tofts,  and  yet  the  fame  day  Trudge  to  Mafs  and  earn  a  Shilling 
to  furnifh  a  frefh  Debauch.  But  thefe  are  not  all  the  rare  Qualities 
he  has,  For  he  is  a  notable  Whore-monger  too ;  Nay,  ( if  the 
General  Report  be  true  that  is  Corrant  amongft  Catholicks)  keeps 
another  man's  Wife  ;  which  Af.  Trance  is  the  rather  inclined  to 
believe,  becaufe  he  hath  often  met  them  hand  in  hand  in  Cheap/lde, 
and  other  places. 

There  is  one  Holt  a  Secular  Pried,  that  uled  to  Officiate  at  the 
Lady  Somerfets  in  Lincolns-Inn-Fulds ,who  is  a  virulent  Enemy  to  all 
Proteftants,  and  hath  often  been  heard  by  M.  Trance  to  declare, 
That  'tis  ImpofTible  any  of  them  mould  ever  be  faved.  Now  how 
ready  a  way  is  this  to  inflame  Papifts  againfl:  them,  and  how  apt 
will  they  be  to  Cut  their  Throats,  and  any  way  deftroy  thole 
whom  they  are  already  made  to  believe  are  Enemies  of  God,  and 
nothing  but  fit  fewel  for  Hell.  And  that  this  was  his  Defign,is  moft 
probable  both  by  the  violent  eagernefs  of  inch  his  Expreffions,  As 
alfo  becaufe  M.  Trance  hath  often  heard  him  fay,  That  he  did  not 
doubt  but  to  fee  Herefie  rooted  out,  and  the  Catholick  Religion 
e're  long  Eftablifht  in  England. 

Father  James  an  eminent  Friar  at  Somerfet-Houfe  lately  deceaied^ 
was  for  leveral  years  ConfeiTor  to  M,  Trance,  fo  that  he  had 
with  him  an  intimate  Familiarity  j  About  a  year  and  an  half  ago 
difcourfing  with  him,  He  told  him,  That  there  would  fhortly  be 
on  foot  a  Confiderable  Force  to  fettle  the  T^oman  Catholick  Reli- 
gion in  England ;  And  that  he  did  not  Queftion  but  to  fee  it  Efta- 
blifh'd  very  fhortly.  Upon  which  M.  Trance  faid  to  him,  That 
he  was  confident  that  could  never  be  done  without  oppofing  his 
Majeftie's  Authority ;  and  it  would  be  a  great  fhame  and  fcandal 
to  %oman  Catholicks,  who  had  valued  themfelves  fo  much  upon 
their  Loyalty  in  the  late  Times,  if  they  now  fhould  be  Guilty  of 
Rebellion  againfl:  their  King.  Whereunto  he  replyed,  That  in 
the  Caufe  of  God  there  was  no  Confideration  to  be  had  of  Princesj 
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That  it  was  no  Sin  to  be  Active  to  fupprefs  Herefie,  and  eftablifh 
the  Catholick  Doctrine :  For  though  Obedience  was  a  duty  in 
other  Circumftances,  yet  in  this  Cafe  the  Obedience  to  the  Church 
was  to  be  prefer'd  ;  For  the  Civil  Magiftrates  muft  fubmittothe 
Spirkual,and  might  lawfully  be  refilled,  and  That  it  was  the  duty 
of  every  Pried  to  give  any  man  Abfolution  that  fhbuld  be  concern- 
ed therein,  with  feveral  other  Seditious  and  Traiterous  Expreffi- 
ons.  And  further  M.  Trance  having  at  feveral  times  fall'n  into 
difcourfe  uponfome  occafions  concerning  the  nature  of  the  Abfo- 
lution given  by  him  and  other  Priefts,  he  the  faid  Father  James  did 
declare,  That  fuch  Abfolution  was  a  full  and  perfect  Remiffion  of 
Sin,and  fuch  an  Acquittal  as  rendred  any  man  as  Innocent  and  free 
from  Guilt  as  the  firft  day  he  was  born,  from  any  actual  Tranf- 
greflion.  Then  he  askt  him,  for  Example.  If  a  perion  fhould 
commit  a  Sin,  and  confefs  it  to  him,  or  any  other  Prieft,  and  re- 
ceive an  Abfolution,  and  wrere  afterwards  tax'd  or  queftioned  for 
that  Fact,  Whether  he  might  with  a  fafe  Conference,  and  without 
Sin  fay  he  iva*  Innocent*  To  which  the  laid  Father  James  repli- 
ed, That  if  fuch  perion  had  received  fuch  Abfolution,and  perform- 
ed the  Penance  impofed  upon  him,  he  may  lawfully  fay,  He  was 
Innocent:  for  fries  he,  When  God  by  the  mouth  of  his  Prieft,  ha$ 
abfolvcd  any  Perfon,  he  becomes  Innocent  in  the  fight  of  God, 
and  being  fo,has  no  Reafon  to  impeach  himlelf  by  owning  of  the 
Crime  before  men,  nor  caft  a  fcandal  on  the  Church,  which  to  do 
would  be  a  greater  fin,than  to  deny  a  matter  which  he  is  no  ways 
obliged  to  confefs. 

Thefe  and  feveral  other  like  Difcourfes  to  the  fame  Purport 
and  Effect  hath  the  faid  Father  James  declared  to  M.  Trancejinquir- 
ing  his  Inftructions  for  the  Direction  of  his  Confcience  ;  whereby 
may  appear,  by  what  meafures  fuch  men  fteer  the  Soul  of  thofe 
that  ignorantly  commit  themfelves  to  their  Conduct;  and  no 
wonder  it  will  be,  that  iome  perfons  gafp  out  their  laft  Breath 
with  pronouncing  a  Lie,  and  perfift  to  the  utmoft  in  denial  of 
thole  Crimes,  which  both  their  own  Confidences  and  the  World 
know7  them  to  be  guilty  of,  fince  they  are  before  hand  hardened 
intoaPerfuafion,That  it  is  not  Evil,  but  rather  their  Duty  in 
refpect  to  the  Church's  Intereft  fo  to  do. 

Jeremy  Jennings,  a  Secular  Prieft,  lately  living  at  Mr.  ^amfeys 
near  Norwich  in  Norfolk,  &  little  after  Midfummerhd,  both  at  Mrs, 
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Halls  in  Eagle- Court^vx  the  Strand, an d  in  14.  Prance's  own  Shop,told 
him,  That  we  fhould  fhortly  fee  better  times,  and  that  he  did  not 
doubt,  but  fuch  Roman  Catholick  Priefts  as  he  was,  fhipuld  e're 
long  walk  publickly  in  Parfons  habits. He  alfo  hath  reconciled  ie- 
veral(as  he  hath  acknowledged) to  theChurch  ofj^ow^and  amongft 
his  Acquaintance  was  very  free  of  his  Beads,  and  Prayer-Books, 
and  hath  been  heard  to  fay  Mafs  at  Sir  Henry  fienifields,  at  Oxford- 
Hall  in  Norfolk  ;  So  that  by  fuch  his  aforefaid  Words,  there  is  good 
reafcn  to  judge  that  the  Czidjennings  was  acquainted  with  the  Plot, 
nay  'tis  reafonable  to  believe  that  there- was  not  a  Prieft  in  England, 
nay  fcarce  any  Gentleman  of  Note,  or  private  Perfon  of  any  Con- 
dition of  the  Roman  Cartholick  Perfuafion,  but  was  privy  unto 
the  faid  Plot  and  Confpiracy,  if  not  as  to  the  Particular  Intrigues, 
yet  at  lead  as  to  the  General  Subftance  and  Defigns  thereof. 

There  was  one  Monfieur  L  Hay  (to  the  bell:  of  M.  Trance's  re- 
membrance, that  was  his  right  name)  who  not  much  above  a  year 
ago  retaining  to  a  Foreigner,  a  Perfon  cf  Condition  (whofe  Name 
and  Quality  is  not  convenient  here  to  mention)  did  debauch  a 
young  Woman,  and  to  avoid  Charge  that  he  fufpected  might 
endie,  by  her  proving  with  Child,  procured  a  certain  Perfon  of 
his  Acquaintance  to  be  married  unto  her ;  and  after  this,  private- 
ly bargained  to  commit  Adultery  with  her  for  fomuch  a  time  ; 
which  he  practifed  fo  long  without  payment,  that  at  laft  at  the 
rate  agreed  on, he  wasTwenty  Pounds  in  her  debt,  which  refufing 
or  avoiding  to  pay,  the  Woman  impatient  to  be  fo  ferved,  did  re- 
pair unto  his  Lord's  houfe,  and  getting  accefs  to  him,  complain'd 
of  his  Priefts  owing  her  Twenty  Pounds,-  who  demanding  for 
what  >  She  after  fome  triflings  of  pretended  Modefty,  confeft  it 
was  for  the  ill  ufeofher  Body  ;  the  Gentleman  furprized,  and 
fcarce  believing  her,  askt  her  when  the  lad  time  was  that  he  had 
to  do  with  her?  She  anfwered  on  Friday  laft  about  Nine  of  the 
Clock  in  the  Forenoon  j  the  Gentleman  remembring  that  his  Prieft 
was  that  day  at  Mafs ;  told  her,  She  was  certainly  miftaken,-  but 
She  perievering  in  her  Story,  he  call'd  in  the  Prieft,  demanding 
if  he  owed  her  any  Money,  which  he  not  being  able  to  deny,  nor 
yet  to  declare  on  what  good  account  he  became  fo  indebted  to' 
her,  his  Mafter  could  not  but  conclude  him  Guilty,  and  began  to 
upbraid  him  frying,  Are  not  you  a  moft  profane  Villain  to  lye  with 
this  Woman  at  Nine  a  Clock  and  approach  to  the  Altar,  and  offer 
to  receive  Gods  Body  before  Ten,  and  that  Without  any  Abfolu- 
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tion  too  *  The  Pried  could  not:  deny  but  that  he  was  Rogue  e- 
/  nough,  but  as  to  the  Lift  Particular,  allured  him  he  had  Abfoluti- 
on.  And  being  inquired  how  or  from  whom,  after  fome  Evafions 
he  confeft  that  another  French  Priefl  and  he  both  lay  with  her  fuc- 
ceflively  at  that  time,and  that  they  mutually  gave  each  other  Ab* 
folution;  which  is  a  notable  Religious  method  of  whoring,  and  as 
'tis  likely  often  praftifd  by  theie  Ghoftly  Fathers.  This  Relation 
M.  Trance  doth  not  aver  upon  his  own  knowledge,  but  knew  the 
laid  De  la  Hay  very  well,  and  was  mult  Credibly  informed  and 
alTured  of  the  Truth  thereof. 


The  foregoing  Narrative  touching  the  Murther  of  Sir  Edmund- 
^toy-Godfrey  ^  and  other  PaiTages  relating  to  the  horrid  Topijh  Plot, 
were  written  by  my  directions,  and  put  into  Method  For  the 
Prefs,  the  matter  being  dictated  by  me>  and  taken  all  along  from 
my  own  Mouth. And  having  fince  perufed  it  all  over,I  do  own  the 
fame,  and  atteft  the  truth  of  the  feveral  particulars  and  things 
therein  contained,  as  they  are  there  related  and  fet  forth. 

Miles  Trance. 
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